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TITLE VI. 



EVOLUTIONS OF A BBIQADB. 
Qeneral principles for the evolutions of abrlcade. 

1, The school of the battalion comprehending 
the principles and details of all the movements 
that otight in any case to be made by a single bat- 
talion, these principles will now be applied to a 
brigade. 

2, In this instruction, a brigade consisting of 
four battalions will be supposed; but the rules 
herein prescribed are equally applicable to two or 
three battalions. 

Posts of the brigadier-general in line and in ool- 



3. In line of battle composed of several bri- 
gades) the generals of brigade will place them- 
selves at about seventy paces in rear of the cen- 
tres of their brigades. 

4. In column, they will hold themselves at 
about thirty paces outside of the guides, and 
abreast with the centres of their brigades., 
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Ttroixmoss ov a. vriqadm. 

5. If a brigade be acting by itself, its brigadier- 
general will, when it is in line of battle, take snob 
position as he may judge necessary ; and if it be in 
colnmn, he will hold himself habitnally at its hesid. 

6. The brigadier-general will look to the exact 
and regular execution of all signals, notifications 
or commands coming from the m^or-general of 
the division to which he may belong; accordingly, 
he may repair, whenever he may judge his pres- 
ence necessary, within the extent of his brigade. 

General rales' for commands. 

7. The general (by which term, in these evolu- 
tions, will be understood the brigadier-general in 
^command) will always give orders to his brigade 
by word of command. 

8. When the general shall wish to cause a move - 
ment to be executed, he will give the general com- 
mands relative thereto. Each colonel will always 
successively repeat, with the greatest rapidity, on 
their reaching him, those general commands, un- 
less the general has given, or sent to him, an or- 
der to the contrary. 

9. The colonels having repeated the general 
commands, as just prescribed, will immediately 
command, and cause to be executed, without wait- 
ing for each other, the preparatory movements 
which, in their battalions, ought to precede the 
execution of the general movement. 

10. The general will look to the prompt execn- 
tion of these preparatory movements in his bri- 
^e, and rectify any error that may be committed 
by the colonelis. ^ , 
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IL The final command, or that which deter- 
mines the execution of the general moTement, 
wffl. always be given by the general. 

12. The lientenant-colonels and majors will re- 
peat the general commands, whether of caution 
or of execution, as often as the wind or the noise of 
arms may prevent those dommands from being 
easily heard from one battalion to another, 

13. When, fro^ any cause, a colonel shall not 
have heard the general command, he will, on see- 
ing the battalion next to his own executing a 
moyement) immediately cause his battalion to ex- 
ecute the same movement. 

14L When a line has to execute a central move- 
ment^ the general will go to the point which he 
may select for it, and give or send to each of the 
neighboring battalions, the order relative to the 
movement which each portion of the line has to 
execute, as hereinafter explained. 

15. In column, commands will be extended, by 
repetition, according to the same principles. 

16. When a brig^e is formed in two lines, the 
second line, in all the manoBUvres, will preserve 
its relative position to the first, and conform to 
its movements. The chiefs of the battalions of the 
second line are charged with the preservation of 
the proper distances. If the movement is to be 
executed by only one of the lines, the cautionary 
command by the general will be preceded by the 
words first line^ or, second line.- 

Fosition of the brigade battery. 

17. In line of battle, the brigade ^^p^ oon- 
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aisting of eight pieces, four of them rifled, will 
be posted one hnndred and fifty paces in rear of 
the centre of the brigade if it is in one line, and 
abont thirty paces in rear of tlie second line if 
the brigade is drawn up in two lines. 

18. In general, if exposed to the fire of the ene- 
my, and circamstances do not require that it 
should join in the action, the battery can remove 
a greater distance . to the rear than indicated 
above. 

19. In all the evolutions, and without orders 
to the contrary, the battery will preserve its rel- 
ative position, and conform to the movements of 
the other troops. 



Position of the Cavalry of the brigade. 

20. The cavalry of the brigade, consisting of 
four squadrons, containing about eight hundred 
troopers,*^ unless employed in a special manner, 
will be drawn tip about three hundred paces in rear 
\0f the centre, or wings, of the first line, if the 
brigade is in one line, and one hundred and fifty 
paces in rear of the second, if the brigade is in 
two lines. In the evolutions, it wiU preserve its 
relative position. 

♦ It is not intended, in tho amount of artillery and cavalrj 
here Bpecifled for a brkade, containing about four thousand in* 
fluitry. to fix definitively the proportions which these arms of 
iervice should In all cases bear to each other. These propor- 
tions dei>end upon many exigencies, and are continually chang- 
ing. As a general rule, however, the numbers here assum^ 
are not far Arom correct, and will, at all events, serve to illns- 
trat* the maaoeuTres of these diiforent arms in ooi^JunctioB. 
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PART FIRST, 

Ajbticls I. 

To open and to dose ranks. 

2L The general, wishing to cause ranks to be 
opened, will command : 

1. Prepa/re to open ranks. 

22. This having been repeated, the lieutenant- 
colonels and senior mtgors will conform them- 
selves to what is prescribed in the S, B,^ Ko. 28 ; 
the colonels will immediately command : To the 
reoTf open order. The general will then add : 

2. Maboh. 

23. At this, briskly repeated, ranks will be 
opened in conformity to what is prescribed in the 
S. B. Each battalion will execute the movement 
as if it were isolated ; accordingly it need not be 
attempted to align the rear rank of one battalion 
on that of other battalions, 

24. The general will cause ranks to be closed 
by the commands prescribed in the S, B, 

Aetiole II. 
Manual of arms. 

25. The manual of anna will never be execu- 
ted in line. 
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Abtiolb ni." 
Loadins at will and. the firings. 

26. In line, only loading at will will be exe- 
cuted. 

27. The general, wishing to cause arms to be 
loaded, will command : 

1 . . Prepare to load^ 

28. This having been repeated, the general 
will add : 

2. Load. 

29. TIus, immediately repeated, will be eze- 
oated as prescribed in the 8. B, 

80. The general, wishing to cause the fire to 
be executed, will commands 

1. Fire hy battalion (or ranJe, or wing^ or eom- 



31. This having been repeated, the general 
will add; 

2. Oommenee firing. 

32. The fire by battalion will commence with 
the odd-numbered battalions. The command 
eommenee filing, having been repeated by all the 
colonels, those of the odd battalions will 'imme- 
diately give the commands prescribed in th« 
8. B., for the execution of this particular fire. 

83, The colonels of eTen-*nambeied battaUoiii 
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wSH not give their first command until they see 
some pieces bronght back to the shoulder in the 
odd battalion to &eir right ; the colonels of the 
odd battalions, in their tnrn, will observe the 
same role- in respect to the even battalion, next 
to the left of each, and the fire will thns'be con- 
turned by alternate battalions. 

34. The fire by wing will be execnted in each 
battalion, as prescribed in the 5. B, ; each colonel 
having repeated the command commence firing^ 
will immediately give the commands indicated 

. for the execution of this fire, without regulating 
himself by the next battalion. 

35. The fire by company will be executed as 
prescribed in the S, B. 

36. The fire by file will be executed in the fol- 
lowing manner ; the general will command : 

1. Fire hyfile. 

• 

37. This having been repeated, each colonel 
will add: 1. Battalion; 2. Beady. The general 
will then command : 

2. Comm&nM firing. 

38. At this, repeated by the colonels, thd fire 
by ffle will commence, and be executed as pre- 
scribed in the S, B, 

39. The general will cause each of the fore- 
going fires to cease by a very short roll, or bugle 
sound, which will be repeated by the drums or 
bugles of each battalion the moment it is heard. 
As soon as each battalion reloads, its> colonel will 
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give the signal for the tap on the drum, or note 
on the htigle, for the return of the captains 
and coyering sergeants to their places in line of 
battle. 

40. The general, wishing to cause the fires to 
be executed by the rear rank, will command : 

Ibee hy the rear ranh 

41. This having been repeated, the colonels 
will immediately add : 1. Battalion ; 2. About — 
Faob. 

42. The general will then cause the several 
fires to be executed by the commands and means 
prescribed above. 

43. The general having caused the firing by 
the rear rank to cease, and wishing to bring th^ 
line back to its proper front, will command : 

Face by the front ranis. 

44. The colonels, having repeated this com- 
mand, will each immediately add : 1. Battalion; 
2. About— Fach, 

SEMABKS ON FIBING. 

45. In the presence of the enemy, the kind of 
fire will be determined by the character of the 
ground, and the state of the action. 

46. A battalion, having in its front a height, 
or other obstacle to its fire, will advance as far 
as necessary, in order that its fire may be ef* 
fectoal. 
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47. Artillery having in graieral a greater range 
their infantry, should open its fire previous to 
the infantry battalions. The battery should pro- 
tect the infantry while moving forward to at- 
tack with its fire a position in front ; it should 
fire when the infantry advances, and withdraw 
when the latter commences the fire. The bat- 
tery, in general, will not be moved in front of 
the troops, and without urgent necessity, it will 
Aot remain exposed to w^ll sustained fire of the 
enemy's infantry. If so exposed, its fir© will be 
rapid, so as to inflict as much loss as possible on 
UiQ enemy. 

To Best. 

48. The general, wishing to give relaxation to 
the line, will command : 

1. Prepa/re to re$t 

49. This having been repeated, the general 
will continue : • 

2. Order — Abms. 

50. This having been repeated and executed, 
he will add : 

8. Inplace^ rest (or simply, rest). 

5L This will be executed as prescribed in the 
8.B. 
52. ^ after arms are ordered, the general 
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Wishes to pause arms to be stacked, he will eom- 
mand: 

Stack (vnM, 

53. This having been repeated, the colonels 
will cause the stacks to be formed ; 'vC^hich being 
executed, each will inunediatelj cause ranks to 
be broken, without regulating himself by any 
other ooloneL in the manner prescribed in th« 

54L The general, wishing to terminate the re- 
laxation, will cause a short roll or bugle sound 
to be given, which will be repeated by all the 
drums or bugles of the line, at the instant it is 
heard. 

55. The roll or sound having ceased, the colo- 
nels will each command : Battalion, at which 
the men will resume the fixed position of ordered 
arms ; if arms be stacked, the colonels will causa 
the men to take arms before giving the com- 
mand Battalion. 

56. The general vnll them command : 

Sk&idder — ^Abms. 

57. This having been rq>eated, the line will 
shoulder arm&r 
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PART SECOND. 

DIFPEBENT MODES OF FASSINO FBOM 
THE OBDEB IK BATTZiE TO THE OBDEB 
ISr COIaUMN. 

Abtiole I. 

To break to the ftont, to the right or left Into 
oolumn. 

58* The general wishing to cause the line to 
break by company or by division, will command : 

1. By company (or ly dividon) right (or ^ft) 
wheeL 
58« This having been repeated, the general 
will add: 

2. ILAsxiuXov dovJfU qyick — ^Maboh.) - 

60- At this, briskly repeated, the line will 
bref^ according to the principles given in the 
S. B. If the line' is in march it will break aa 
presoribed in the same school, and by the com- 
msads prescribed Nos. 58 and 69. 

81. In that school it has been prescribed that, 
the companies having broken, the guides shall 
stand fast at the command fronts given by their 
captains, although one or more may not be in 
the direction of the preceding guides ; this rule 
will be observed from one battalion to another: 
tboB, the leading guide of one battalion will not 
•tir after the command front given by his cap- 
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tain, although he may not he in the direction of 
the guides of the preceding hattalion ; it is when 
the column shall be put in march, that the guides, 
who do not cover in file, will insensibly bring 
themselves on the direction so that each may- 
march in the trace of the one next preceding 
him. 

62. If it is the intention of the general, that 
the column formed either from a halt or march, 
should continue the march after wheeling, he 
will cause the colonels to be notified before the 
commencement of the movement, who will give 
orders accordingly. 

63' The generd, wishing to cause the line to 
break to the front, to the right, to march toward 
the lefk^ will command : 

1. Break to the right to march to the l^. 

64* This having been repeated, the colonel on 
thp right wiU cause his battalion to commence 
the movement, which will be executed as pre- 
scribed in the S. B, 

65. The following battalions will successively 
make the same movement; the colonels will 
seize the moment for causing iheir battalions to 
break, and e^ch will be put in march, so that 
there may be, between its leading subdivision 
and the rearmost one of the preceding battalion, 
the distance of a subdivision, and twenty-two 
paces. 

66- The general will cause the line to Jfreah to 
the left, to inarch to the rights according to the 
same principles. 
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67. Whenever the brigade formed in two lines 
breaks or ploys into simple column for the pnr- 
pose of marching, the colonels of the second line, 
nnless ordered to the contrary, will form their 
battalions in the order iadicated for those of the 
first line, and more them by the shortest route 
to their respectiye places in the brigade column, 
as soon as able to pass. 

AsnoLB XL 

To break to the rear by the right or left into 
columiL 

68. The general, wishing to canse the line to 
break to the rear into column by company, or by 
division, will command : 

1. Bp the light (or left) of eompanm (or dvm- 
ions) to the rear, into column, 

69. The colonels, having repeated this com- 
mand, will immediately add : Battalion, right 
(or l^) — Faob. 

70. The general will then command : 

2. Mabch (or double quick — ^Maboh). 

71. At this, briskly repeated, each battalion 
will break as prescribed in the S, B. If the line 
is i& march, it will break as prescribed in the same 
school, and by the commands prescribed Ko. 68 
and following. 
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Abtioue m. 
To ploy the line into close column, or in mass. 

72. The general, wishing to ploy the Ime into 
oolamn by division closed in mass, in rear of the 
first division of the first l)attalion, will command : 

1. Close column "by division, 2. On the first di- 
idsion^ first battalion, right in front. 

73. These commands having been repeated, 
each colonel will add: hattalion^ right — ^Faoe, 
which will be executed by the designated or di- 
recting battalion, as prescribed in the 8. B,, No. 
160 and following; but in the others, all the di- 
visions will face to the right, and the chief of the 
first division, in each of these battalions, will 
place himself by the side of his right guide. 

74. These dispositions being made, the general 
wiUadd: 

Z, Maboh (or double quick — ^Maboh). 

76. At this, briskly repeated, the colonel of 
the first battalion will ploy it in rear of its first 
division, as indicated in the 8, JB,, No. 165 and 
following.- 

76. Each of the other colonels will, in liko 
maoAer, ploy his battalion from a halt, in rear of 
its right division ; but, pending the execution of 
the movement, this division will stand faced to 
tine ^ank : the second and third divisions, each 
conducted by its chief, will be halted as it ano- 

Digifeeaoy Google 



,B OF A HKIQADE — PAST 11. 13 

I til pi Arc in the battalion colomn, 
iiDg hy tliL' side of his right guide ; 
eniQV \ii tike maimer, and when 
} lit <']ix\ii Ml" ten paces from the 
lie nUuniiL tJio colonel will com- 
dfvn.foriffird; 2. Guide left^ osid 
i if hie fjHirt — March) \ at the mo- 
ir\iide of ihla division is abreast 

.ofrintand marchy each battalion 
I ma^^ will put itself in march, 

tti the rear toward its point of 

lie/?orK'rul rihlumn ; its first divis- 

hy the likutenant-colonel, will 

:'^t line tijwjrd that point; the 

\y\]\ c i iv h r M n form its movement 
irst, infiiv ]jKjg abreast with it, and 

t\y til LI di5^ta[ice of six paces from 
a Uiixt; iirrU ed at twelve or fonr- 
iii the freiHial column, the first 
saline ti littlo to the left, so as to 
run jKTiK'iMlictilarly, and leave a 
to the fviHit of a division between 
he reiu-r!irik of the last division 
ifjf butt 111 ion ; the other divisions 
uselvL'i* ]>arji] Jelly to the first, and 
eijMuto tlu; ireneral column. The 
iou beiiiir np wi^i the left guides 

will each htilt'm his own person^ 
I iil^ past, anil conform himself! in 
Lining itj to what is prescribed in 

lOT-9. 
^itenniit-eohmel of each battalion 
aaelf thirtv or forty paces in ad- 
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ceasively takes its plaoe in the battalion colnmn, 
the ohief remaining by the side of his right gnide ; 
the fonrth will enter in like manner, and when 
its head shall be at eight or ten paces from the 
right flank of the colnmn, the colonel will com- 
mand: 1. Battalion^ forward ; 2. Guide left^sxid 
3. March (or dotible quick — March) ; at the mo- 
ment the right gnide of this division is abreast 
with the others. 

77. At the command march^ each battalion 
thns formed in mass will pnt itself in march, 
directing itself to the rear toward its point of 
entrance into the general colnmn ; its first divis- 
ion, conducted by the Uentenant-colonel, will 
take the shortest line toward that point; the 
other divisions will each conform its movement 
to that of the first, marching abreast with it, and 
preserving exactly the distance of six paces from 
one gnide to the next ; arrived at twelve or four- 
teen paces from the general column, the first 
division will incline a little to the left, so as to 
enter the column perpen^cularly, and leave a 
distance equal to the front of a division between 
its guide and the rear rank of the last division 
of tiie preceding battalion; the other divisions 
will direct themselves parallelly to the first, and 
enter successively into the general column. The 
chiefs of division being up wijh the left guides 
of the column, will each halfm his own person^ 
see his division file past, and conform himsdj^ in 
halting and aligning it, to what is prescribed in 
the 8, A, Nos. 167-9. 

78. The lieutenant-colonel of each battalion 
will detach himself thirty or forty paces in ad- 
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yance, to indicate the point of entrance into the 
column for his first division, and as each of his 
guides successively arrives, he will assure him oa 
the direction. 

79* The general, or officer charged with the 
execution of his orders, will place himself in 
front of the left guide of the directing division, 
to superintend the formation of the general col- 
umn, and to see that the left guides accurately 
cover each other. Thu rule is general for all 
ployments, whatever the division on which thej 
may be executed. 

80. The line will be ployed in front by th# 
same commands, substituting the indication l^ 
for right in front. 

81. In this case the first battalion will execute 
the movement in the manner indicated in the S. 
B., No. 178 and following. 

S2. The other battalions will each execute the 
movement in like manner, conforming itself to 
what follows : the first division, which will have 
faced to the right with the others, will remain 
by the flank whilst the battalion is ploying in 
firont of it ; the second and third, after having 
taken position in the battalion column, will be 
halted by their chiefs, who will remain by the 
sides of their right guides, and when the head 
of the fourth shall be at eight or ten paces from 
the right -flai]^ of the column, the colonel, ob- 
serving the order of time indicfated No. 76, will 
command: 1. Battalion^ forward; 2. Quids 
right ; 8. Maboh (or double quich — ^Maboh). 

83. At the command mareh^ each battalion, 
directing itself diagonally to the front,, instead of 
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to the rear, will be condncted and established in 
the general colnmn, with slight variationB, as 
prescribed No. 77 ; arrived at twelve or four- 
teen paces from the flank of that column, the 
head of the first division will incline to the right 
instead of the lefb, in order to enter perpendicn- 
larlj, and to take its division distance ; the other 
divisions will conform themselves to the move- 
ment of the first, and the chiefs of the whole 
will each conduct his division till its head is 
nearly up with the right guides of the general 
oolonm ; he will then halt his division, face it to 
the front, and align it by the right, its right guide 
having faced to the rear in placing himself on 
the direction. 

84. The lieutenant-colonels will conform them- 
selves to what is prescribed No. 78. 

85. As each battalion takes its position in the 
column in front of the directing division, its 
oolonel'will command: guides, about — Fach. 

86. To ploy the line in rear, or in front of the 
fourth (or last) division of the fourth battalion, 
the general will command : 

1. Close column hy division, 2. On tlie fourth 
dioisiofi; fourth battalion, left (or right) in 
jfront. 3. Mabch (or double quieih—KABOB). 

87. These movements will be executed accord- 
ing to the principles igiven in the two* preceding 
cases, but by inverse means : the fourth (or last) 
^vision of each subordinate battalion, being the 
first to take its position in the general column, 
it wOl be conducted by the lieutenant-colonel, 
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and the other divisions will regulate themselves 
by it. 

88. If) instead of ploying the line on the first 
division, right battalion, or the last division of 
the left, as in all the preceding cases, the general 
wishes to execute the movement on the first or 
last division of any other battalion, he will com- 
mand: 

1. Close column hy division. 2. On the first (or 
fourth) division (snch) battalion, right (or left) 
in front. 3. Maboh {oTdovhU quick — Maboh). 

89. Whether the right or left is to be in front, 
the designated or directing battalion will execute 
its movements as if it were alone. 

90. If the right is to be in front, all the bat- 
talions in line to the right of the directing one 
will execute the movement as is indicated for 
ploying the line to the front on the left division, 
and the left battalions will execute the move- 
ment as is indicated for ploying to the rea/r, on 
the right division. If the left of the line is to 
be at the head of the column, the right battalions 
will conform themselves to what is prescribed 
for ploying the line to the rear, on the left divis- 
ion, and the other battalions to what is pre- 
scribed for ploying to the front on the right 
division. 

91. If the directing battalion ploys on its first, 
or last division, the battalion contiguous to the 
directing division will execute its movement on 
this division : accordingly, the last or first divis- 
ion of the contiguous battalion^ instead of re- 

Digitizeaoy Google 



STOLTTTIONS OF JL BBIGADX — PABT HU S8 

maining at a halt, will, at the commencement of 
the movement, me into the general column, at 
division distance in front or rear of the directing 
division. 

92. If the line should be in march, and the 
general should wish to ploy, without halting, it 
will be executed according to the principles pre- 
scribed in the 8, j5., observing what follows : 
As soon as each battalion has finished its ploy- 
ment while marching, it will be faced by a flank, 
and conducted to its proper position in column.. 

BBMABES ox PLOTINO A LimB INTO A OOLUlOf 
GLOSED IN MASS. 

93. In the several ployments, the general will ' 
take, in preference, as the directing division, that 
of the right or left of the battalion, on which the 
movement is to be executed. 

94. This method of ploying a line into column 
unites several advantages: jfirst, it maintains, 
pending the execution of the movement, the bat- 
talions in all their strength, as each forms a sep- 
arate mass ; second, it occupies the least possible 
time, as each battalion moves over the shortest 
time to its place in the general column. 



PART THIRD. 
Aetiolk I. 
To maroh in column at fUll distance. 
95. The general wishing to put the column in 
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march, will indicate to the colonel of the leading 
battalion the direction to be taken hj the head- 
most guide, and the colonel will immediately pre- 
scribe to this guide the meaiis to be employed to 
assure the direction of the march, according to 
the principles established in the 3. B,, Nos. 216- 
18. 

96. These dispositions being made, the general 
will- command: 

1. Column forward. 

97. The colonels having repeated this com- 
mand, will immediately add ; guide lefty if the 
righu be in front, or guide right^ if the left be in 
front. 

98. The general will then add : 

2. Maeoh (or double quiek — Maboh). 

99. At this, repeated with the greatest rapidity, 
the column will put itself in march. 

100. The guide of the leading subdivision will 
maintain himself on the direction which has been 
indicated to him, by the means prescribed in th« 
8. B.y and the following guides will each march 
in the trace of the one who immediately precedes 
him, without regard to the general direction. 

101. The lieutenant-colonel of the leading bat- 
talion will see that the headmost guide does not 
deviate from the directions he ought to pursue, 
and the same officer of each following battalion 
will also see that his leading guide preserves a 
distance equal to the front of his sabdivision and 
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twenty-two paces, which ought to separate th« 
battalions. 

102. When a column has to prolong its march 
on a given line in order to form npon it to th§ 
left (or right) into line of battle, the general will 
always canse that line to be marked by one of 
Uio means prescribed in the S. B,, Nos, 228-30. 

Aetiolk IL 
Column in route. 

103. The column being at a halt*, if the general 
wish to put it in march in the route step, he will 
give the commands prescribed for the march in 
the cadenced step, with this difference — the com- 
mand march will be preceded by that of rout4 
ttep^ which will be repeated by the colonels. 

104. The column being in march, the general, 
in order to cause it to pass from the cadenced to 
the route step, and the reverse, will give the com- 
mands prescribed in the S, (7., Nos, 315 and 317. 

105. All the principles relative to columns in 
route having been developed in the schools of 
the company and battalion, it only remains to 
add here that, when a column of many battalions 
encounters a defile, which obliges it to diminish 
the front of subdivisions, this movement will 
only be made as each battalion, successively ar- 
rives on the ground at which the preceding bat- 
talion had executed it. 

106. Thus, for example, a column formed by 
company, encountering a defile which will only 
receive the front of a platoon, the colonel of the 
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leading battalion will at once, or snocesaively, 
according to the order of the general, dimini^ 
front hj platoon: but the colonel of the next 
battalion will not repeat the commands of th« 
preceding colonel until his battalion arrives at 
the same point, and so on of the others. 

107. The chief of the column will take care to 
regulate the rate of the march according to th« 
ground and other circumstances ; he will always 
leave with the rear of the column an aide-de-camp 
to bring him prompt intelligence in case it find 
a difficulty in following. 

BEMABKS. 

0-106. If the companies of skirmishers are-- in 
the column, the distances between the battalions 
will be estimated from those companies. Each 
battalion succeeding the first, will get its distance 
by stepping short; on resuming th^ cadenced 
step, these battalions will regain their distances 
by an increased pace. 



Abtiole III. 
To ohaose direction in colomn at ftilL distance. 

109. The general, wishing to cause the column 
to change direction, will dispatch an aide-de-camp 
to the point of change, and give notice of his 
purpose to the leading colonel a little before ar- 
riving at that point.^ 

110. The change of direction will be executed 
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aeeording to the principles prescribed in the £L 
B^ No. 273, and following. 

111. Those rales will be observed in columns 
in manoBuyre, althongh marching at the moment 
In the route step. 

Abtiolb ly. 
To halt the oolmnn.. 

112. The general wishing to halt the column, 
will command : 

1. Column. 

US. This having been repeated, he will add : 
2. Ealt. 

114. This will be repeated with the greatest 
rapidity. 

115. The column being halted, if the general 
wish to form it to tJie left (or right) into line of bat- 
tle, and the guides require to be assured on the 
direction, he will place himself fifteen or twenty 
paces in front of the head, facing to the rear 
toward the direction which he may wish to give 
to the guides, selecting in reai* of the column the 
second point which determines that direction, 
and establishing on it, the leading guide ; he will 
then command : 

Guides, cover, ' 

116. At this, repeated by the colonels, the 
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Itoutenant-colcHiels and senior m^ors will prompt- 
ly cause the guides who may not be on the di- 
rection, to cover each other accurately. 

117. The subdivision guides being established 
OQ the direction, the colonels, without waiting 
for each other, will immediately command: left 
(or right) — ^Dkksb. 

118. At this, briskly repeated by the chiefs of 
subdivision, each subdivision will incline to its 
guide, and be promptly aligned. If the new di- 
rection be such that a subdivision find itself 
many paces from it, the chief of the subdiviwon 
will cause it to march by the flank. 



119. As indicated in the S. B,, Ko. 232, the 
subdivisions of a column will not maintain the 
fall distance. 

Aetiolk V. 
To dose the column to half distance, or in mass. 

120. Whether the column be formed by com- 
pany or by division, the distance between bat- 
talions, when the subdivisions are at half dis> 
tanoe from each other or closed in mass, will be 
equal to the front of a subdivision. 

1^ lb dose the column on the leading compcmy. 

121 A column by company, at full distance 
and right in front, being in march, when the 

Digitized Dy Google 



KTOLTmoim or a BmoADB — ^PBBT m. 89 

general shall wish to close it to platoon distance, 
he will command : 

1. To half distcmeSy close column. 

122. This having been repeated, the general 
wiUadd: 

2. Maboh (or dotiblAquieJc — ^Maboh). 

123. At the command marchy the headmost 
battalion will close np to platoon distance on its 
leading company, as prescribed in the S. B,^ No. 
295 and following. 

124. The other battalions will continne to 
march; whence leading company of the sec- 
ond battalion is at company distance from the 
rearmost company of the first battahon, its cap- 
tain wiU halt it and align it by the left; the 
other companies of this battalion will close np 
on the leading one, and the following battalions 
will conform themselves to what is jnst pre- 
scribed for the second. 

125. The lieutenant-cdonel of the first bat- 
talion will assnre the positions of the guides as 
prescribed in the 8, B, 

126. The lieutenant-colonel of each following 
battalion will go in advance to the point at 
which his leading company ought to be halted, 
and he will assnre the positions of the guides by 
placing himself in rear of each, as the compa- 
nies are successively closed. 

127. If the column, iastead of being in march, 
be at a halt, the general will cause it to close by 
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the same oommands. At the word nuireh, the 
leading subdivision will stand fast ; all the others 
will put themselves in movement, and the bat- 
talions will close up as just prescribed for a col- 
umn in march. 

128. If the column be marching in double- 
quick time, it will close bj the commands and 
means above indicated, and agreeably to th« 
principles prescribed in the S, B. 

2d, 1h dose the column on the rearmost company. 

129. The column being at a halt, the general, 
if he wish to close it to half distance on the 
rearmost company, will command: 

1. On (such company) fourth battalion^ to half 
distance^ close column, 

ISO. This having been repeated, each colonel 
will command: 1, Battalion, about — ^Fagb; 2. 
Column, forward; 8. Guide right. 

131. At the first command of its colonel, the 
battalion will face about: each guide will re- 
main abreast with the front rank, become the 
rear ; the rearmost company of the fourth bat- 
talion will remain faced to the front. 

132< At the third command, the captains of 
the fourth battalion will place themselves two 
paces outside of their guides ; those of the other 
battalions will remain behind the centres of their 
companies. 

133. The general will then add : 

Digitized Dy Google 



RYOLUTIOHTB OF ▲ BBiaADB — VAST TO. 31 

2. Haboh (or dotible quick — ^Maboh). 

134. At tbe command ma/rch^ the fonrth bat- 
talion will close on its rearmost company as 
prescribed in the 8. B,, No. 317 and, following. 

135. The other battalions will close on the 
fonrth, and when the colonel of the third sees 
that the first company of the fonrth battalion 
has only a few paces left to take, he will com- 
mand : Captairvs on the flank of the column. At 
this, the captains of the third battalion will 
place themselves briskly ontside of their guides. 
When the eighth company of this battalion is at 
the prescribed distance, its captain will halt it, 
face it to the front, and align it by the left, its 
gnide remaining faced to the rear: the other 
companies will close npon this company, and 
the remaining battalions will each execute what 
is just prescribed for the third. 

136. Each colonel will face his guides to th« 
front as soon as all the companies of his battal- 
ion are aligned. 

137. The lieutenant-colonel of the fourth bat- 
talion will assure the position of his guides, as 
indicated in the 8. j5., No. 324 ; the lieutenant- 
colonels of the other battalions will conform 
themselves to what is prescribed No. 126. 

138. If the column be in march, it will be 
closed by the commands and means above indi- 
oated, and agreeably to the principles prescribed 
in the )S: ^ 

3dL Jb dose the colwnn on a/n interior battalion, 
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139. The general, wisliing to close the oolmnii 
on the headmost company of an interior battal- 
ion, say the third, will command : 

1. On fke first compam^y^ third battalion, to half 
distance, close column. 

140. This having been repeated, the colonel of 
each battalion in, front of the third, will com- 
mand: 1. Battalion, about — ^Faoe; 2. Column, 
forward; 8. Guide right. The general will then 
add: 

2. Maboh (or double quick — ^Maboh). 

141. At the command ma/rch, briskly repeated 
by all the colonels, the third battalion, and those 
in its rear, will close np as prescribed No. 128, 
and following, for the execntion of the move- 
ment on the head of the column ; the battalions 
in front of the third, will close as indic&ted No. 
134 and following, for the execution of the 
movement on the rear of the column ; the eighth 
company, second battalion, will close on the di- 
recting company, leaving the interval prescribed 
No. 120. 

142. If the column be in march, the subdivis- 
ion on which it is closed will halt at the com- 
mand ma/rch, and the subdivisions in rear will 
close in the manner prescribed for closing on the 
head of the column, and the subdivisions m front, 
in the manner prescribed for closing on the rear 
of the column. 
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BSMA&eS. 

143. A oolrnnn by diyision will close to com- 
panj distance by the same commands and 
means. 

144. The column being at fhll or half distance, 
the general will cause it to close in mass bj the 
same commands, sabstitating the indication col- 
umn, close in moM, for that of to half distance, 
doee column, 

145. A column, left in front, will execute those 
seyeral movements according to the same prin- 
ciples. If the column closes on any subdivision 
in rear of the battery, this latter, before the 
movement commences, and upon an intimation 
from the general, will leave the column, and fol- 
lowing the movement upon the flank, will re- 
gnme its place in the column, when the ma- 
noeuvre is finished. The colonels of the battal- 
ions next the battery, will be careful to preserve 
the necessary interval, prescribed Ko. 216. 

Abtiole VI. 

To march in oolimm at half distance, or (dosed in 
mass. 

146. A column at half distance or in mass, 
being at a halt, when the general shall wish to 
cause it to march, he will give the commands 
prescribed above for putting in march a column 
at full distance. 

147. The means of direction indicated for a 
column at full distance will be the same for a 
column at half distance or in mass. 
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2. Mareh (or double quick — ^Maroh). 

158. At thk, the €olnmn will march bj the 
riffht flank into the new direction in conformity 
with the principles prescribed in the 8, J9., Na 
867 and following. 

159> The colonels will see, pending the execu- 
tion of the movement, that the files do not open 
out, that the snbdiyisions enter in a square with 
the new direction, and that the prescribed dis- 
tance between their battalions be exactly ob- 
served. 

160. The lieutenant-colonel of the leading bat- 
talion will place himself some paces in front, and 
face to the guide of the first subdivision of the 
column, in order to assure the direction of the 
guides of his battalion ; the lieutenant-colonel of 
each of tlie following battalions will place him> 
self successively behind its left guides as they ar- 
rive on the new direction, to assure them in their 
positions. 

161. A column in mass will change direction to 
the right by inverse means, and be conducted by 
the left flank into the new direction. 

Abtiole IX. 

-Being in column at half distance, or olosed in. 
mass, to take distanoes. 

ItL To take diakauxs ly the head of the colwnn. 

162* A column by company being at half dis- 
tance and at a halt, when the general shall wish 
it to take distances, he will indicate to the lien^ 

Digitized Dy Google 



XrOLU^IO^S OV ^ BBiaADX — TAJKt TO, 87 

teaant-colonel of the leading battalion the point 
pf direction in frpnt, and then o»mmand: 

B^ the head of column^ take wheelinff distance, 

163* This having been repeated, the first bat- 
talion will take its distances by the means indi^ 
cated in the S, B.^ No. 387 and following. 

164. Each of the other battalions will take its 
distances in like manner ; but it will not com- 
mence its movement till the last subdivision of 
the battalion immediately preceding has left, be- ' 
sides the space equal to the front of a company, 
the distance of twenty-two paces. 

166- If the column be in march, it will take 
distances according to the principles prescribed 
in the S. B,y and by the commands above indi- 
cated. 

2d, To take distances on the rear of the cohtmn, 

IW* The column being at half distance, and at 
a halt, when the general shall wish it to take dis- 
tances on the rearmost company, say the eighth 
company fourth battalion, he will first determine 
the direction of the line of battle, and direct twQ 
markers to be placed on this line as prescribed in 
the S, B,^ No. 897. The markers being established, 
he will cause this line to be prolonged by one of 
the means indicated in the J3, B,y No. 229 and fol- 
lowing, and as soon as these dispositions are 
made, he will command : 

1. On the eighth company^ fourth "battalion^ take 
wheeUngdUtame^ Q^ y^ 
VOL. in. — 4 ^ 
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167« This having been repeated, the colonels 
will each oommaDd: 1. Column, forward : 3. 
Guide lift. 

.168. Atthis, the captains ofthefonrth battalion 
will place themselves on the left flank of the 
cc^unin ; those of the other battalions will remain 
before the centres of their companies. 

169* The lieatenant-cofonel and the senior ma- 
jor of the first battalion, will remain in their 
places in column; in the other battalions each 
lieutenant-colonel will place himself abreast with 
his rearmost company, and the senior majors each 
abreast with his first. 

170. The general- will then add : 

2. March (or double quick — March). 



171. At this, the whole column, except the 
directing company, will step off: the lieutenant- 
colonel of the first battalion will take care to di- 
rect the leading guide a little within the line of 
battle. 

172. The fourth battalion will take its distances 
as prescribed in the S, B., No. 898 and following. 

173. When the colonel of the third sees that 
only one company of the fourth remains to take 
its distance, he will command : captains, on tJie 
flanh of the column, 

174. At this, the captains will place themselves 
outside of their guides ; the lieutenant-colonel will 
hasten to the point where his rearmost company 
ouffht to be halted, observing to take, between it 
and the first company of tlie fo^^h^talion, a 



distance equal to the front of a company and 
twenty-two paces. 

175. When his rearmost company shall arrive 
abreast with the lieatenant-col<HieI,*'its captain 
will halt and align it by the left The other com- 
panies of the third will take their distances as 
prescribed for those of the fourth battalion. 

176. The remaining battalions ^ill successively 
execute what has just been prescribed for the 
third. The lieutenant-colonel of the first will di- 
rect the march of its leading guide to the point 
w^ere the rearmost company of this battalion 
ought to be halted, and then the senior m^jor 
wiU replace him momentarily at the head of the 
column. 

177. The colonels, lieutenant-colonels, and 
senior majors, Avill conform themselves, to what 
is prescribed for each in the S, B,^ Nos. 405-7. 

3d To take distances on the head of the column, 

178* When the general shall wish to cause dis- 
tances to be taken on the head of the column, say 
the first company, of the first battalion, he will 
direct two markers to be placed on the line of 
direction as prescribed in the 8. £.y No. 408, and 
cause this line to be prolonged to the rear by the 
means indicated in the S. B,^ No. 229 and follow- 
ing, these dispositions being made, he will com- 
mand: 

1. On the first company^ first battalion, talce 
wheeling distance, 
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179. This haTing been repeated, each ookmel 
will command: 1. Battalion, about — ^Faox; 2. 
Golumn, forward ; 8. Guide right 

180. At the third command, the captains of 
the first battalion will place themselres on the 
directing flank of the column ; those of the 
other battalions will remain behind the centres 
of their companies. 

181. The lieutenant-colonel of the fourth bat- 
talion will place himself abreast with his now 
leading company, and the senior mt^or abreast 
with its rearmost one; in the other battali^is 
the positions of the lieutenant-colonels and se- 
nior m^rs will be the reverse. 

182. The general wiU then add : 

2. Maboh (or double ^vieib— Maboh). 

183. At this, the whole column, except the di- 
recting company, which has not faced about, 
will step off; the lieutenant-colonel of the fourth 
battalion, placed by the side of the guide of its 
now leading company, will take core to direct 
this guide a little within the line of battle. 

184. The first battalion will take its distances 
in the manner indicated in the S» B., No. 409 and 
following. 

185. When the last company but one of the 
first battalion shall have taken its distance, the 
colonel of the second will command : Captaint^ 
on the flank of the column; at the same time, 
the lieutenant-colonel of tMs battalion will go 
to the point at which the first company ought to 
be halted. ^ 
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186. ^bis company having arriyed abreast 
with the lientenant-colonel, its captain will halt 
it, face it abont, and align it by the leit ; the 
other companies of this battalion will 'take their 
distances as prescribed for those of the first bat- 
talion. 

137. Each remaining battalion will conform it- 
self to what has just been prescribed for the sec- 
ond. The lientenant-colonel of the fourth will 
direct the march of its leading guide to the point 
at which its now rearmost company ought to 
b^ halted, when he will change place with the 
senior m^or. 

188. The field officers will conform themselves 
to what is prescribed for each in the S. B.^ No. 
417. 

4£h. To take distances on an interior bcUt<iiion» 

189. When the general shall wish to cause 
distances to be taken on an interior company of 
the colunin, say the first company of the third 
battalion, he will establish the direction in the 
manner indicated^ Na 178, and cause it to be 
prolonged to the front and rear ; which being 
executed, he will command: 

1. On the first company ^ third hattaliot^ tak$ 
toheeling distance, 

190. This having been repeated, the colonel 
of the third, and the colonel of the following 
battalion, will each command: 1. Battalion, 
about — Faob; 2. Column, forward; 8. Guide 
right. The colonels of the battalions in front of 
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the third will each command: 1. Column, Jbr- 
ward; 2. Oiddeleft 
19L The general will then add : 

2. Majoou (or cUn^le quiek'-MABCB), 

192. The third and fourth battalions will exe- 
cute their movement in the manner indicated 
No. 180 and following, for taking distances on 
the head of the column; the third will conform, 
itself to what is prescribed, in that case, for the 
first battalion. \ 

193. The first and second battalions will exe- 
cute the movement as prescribed No. 168 and 
following, for taking distances on the rea/r of tJie 
column. At the commencement of the move- 
ment, the second battalion will put itself in 
march with the rest, and its rearmost company 
will be halted the moment l^ere is between it 
and the first company of the third battalion, a 
distance equal to the front of a company, and 
twenty-two paces. 

194. When distances are taken on an interior 
battalion of the column, the headmost or rear- 
most company of this battalion will be desig- 
nated as the directing company. 

196. A column in mass will take full distances 
by the commands and means' just indicated. 
When it has to take half distances, the general 
wiU substitute in the first command, the indica- 
tion half for that of wheeling distance. 

196* All those movem^its will be executed 
according to the same principles in a column left 
in front 
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197. In a colrnnn bj dhision, distances will 
be ta^en according to the same principles as in 
a column by company. 

BBMABKS ON TAKIS& DISTANCES. 

198. When the column takes wheeling dis- 
tances on any of its sabdivisions, or by the head 
of the column, the genertd will first direct the 
battery to leave the column, and will then close 
the interval which it occupied, by causing the 
three battalions which already have subdivision 
intervals between them, to close to subdivision 
distance upon the one which is isolated ; or he 
will close this latter upon the others. He will 
then proceed to take wheeling distances, as pre- 
scribed Ko. 162 and following. 

Abtiols X. 

Countermarch. 

199. A column, right in front, being at fiill or 
half distance, when the general shall wish to 
cause it to execute the countermarch, he will 
command: 

. 1. Cauntermareh. 

200. This being repeated by all the colonels, 
each will immediately command: 1. Battaliany 
n^A^— Faob ; 2. ByJOe left. 

201. The general wiU then add: 

2. March (or douUe quick — ^Maboh). 
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At this, briskly repeated, ail the sabdi- 
Tisions of the colnmn will ezecnte the eoonter- 
inarch, as prescribed in the S. B. 

203. With the left in front, the connt^nnarch 
will be executed according to the saoie princi- 
ples. 

Countermax eh of a oolumn closed in mass. 

204. When a colnmn in moss has to execute 
the countermarch, the general wiU command : 

1. Countermarch, 

205. This being briskly repeated by all the 
colonels, each will immediately command: 1. 
Battalion^ right and left — ^Facb; 2. ByfiUy l^ 
and right, 

206. The general will then add : 

2. Maeoh (or double quick — ^Maboh). 

207* At this, briskly repeated, the subdivisions 
will put themselves in movement, and the coun- 
termarch will be executed, as prescribed in the 
3. B., No. 426 and following. 

ASTIOLS XL 

Being in oolumn by company, to form divisions. 

208. The column being by company, right in 
front, and at a halt, when the general shall wish 
divisions to be formed, he will command : 
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1. Form dwisiofu. 

909. This being repeated by the colonels, each 
Bill immediately command: l^t companUi^ Irft 
—Face. 

210. The general will then add : 

2. Maboh (or double quick — ^Maboh). 

21L At this, briskly repeated, the movement 
wfll be executed as prescribed in the 8, B, 

212. Each colonel will command : guides — 
Posts, as soon as the divisions of his battalion 
are formed. 

^ 213. If the left be in front, the general will 
give the same commands, and the colonels will 
conform themselves to what is prescribed in the 
A B,, No. 455. 

214- If the column is in march, divisions will 
be formed by the commands and means above 
indicated, and in conformity with the principles 
prescribed in the 8, B. 

EKMABKB ON THE POSHTON OF THE BATTEBY IK 
THE COLUMN. 

215. In marching in advance in the cadenced 
step, the battery of the brigade will take post 
directly in rear of its leading battalion. March- 
ing in retreat, the battery will be posted directly 
in advance of its rearmost battalion. The pieces, 
m these cases, will in column, be formed four 
abreast. 

216. Before putting a column, either by dlvis- 
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ion, or company closed in mass, or at half dis- 
tance, in march, the general, after giving the 
command, column^ forwa/rd^ will cause the lead- 
ing, or three leading hattalions, as the march is 
in advance, or retreat, to move forward, the 
distance of sixty, or one hundred paces, as the 
column may be by division, or company, in order 
that the battery may take its position in the 
column. The interval thus formed for the battery 
will be one hundred and forty paces. 

217> In marching^ in the route step, the bat- 
tery will take post in rear of the column. 

POSITION OF THE CAVALBT. 

218- When in colunin, the cavalry will take 
such position either in front, flank, or rear| as 
the general may direct. 



PAET FOURTH. 

DIFFBBBNT MODSS OF FABSinG FBOM 
THE ORD2DB IN COIiXTMN TO OBBBB US 
BATTIiB. 

Abtiols I. 

Manner of determining the Une of battle» 

219* The different manners of determining 
the line of battle have been explained in the 
8.B. 
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Abholb II. 

Mode of passing from column at AiU distance 
into line of battle. 

To the left (or right) into line of battle, 

220* The column being supposed to hare the 
right in front, when the general shall wish to 
form it to the left into line, he will first assure 
the direction of the guides by one of the means 
J)rescribed N"o. 115, and following ; which heing 
executed, he will command : 

1. Left into line^ iJoheeL 

221. This having been repeated by the colo- 
nels, the right guide of the company at the head 
of each battalion will place himself on the di- 
rection of the left guides, in conformity with 
what is prescribed in the 8, B,y No. 465 ; the 
general will then add : 

2. Mabgh (or double quieh — ^Maeoh). 

222. At this, briskly repeated, the column will 
form to the left into Une of battle, and the mo- 
ment it is formed the general will command : 

3. Guides — ^PosTs. 

223. At this, the guides will take their places 
in line of battle. 

224. A column, left in front, will form to the 
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right into line of battle aocording to the flame 
principles. 

By inversion, to the right (or left) into line of 
battle. 

S26. If cironmstances require that a colnmn, 
right in front, should form to the right into line 
of battle, the general, without oecupying himself 
with rectifying the right guides of the column, 
will command : 

1. By inversion^ right into line, toheel. 

226. At this, the lieutenant-colonel and the 
left guide of every company at the head of a bat- 
talion, will conform themselves to what is pre- 
scribed in the S. B., No. 485. 

227. The colonels having repeated the above 
command, will each immediately give this : hat- 
talion, guide right ; the lieutenant-colonels and 
senior msgors will rectify, with the utmost promp- 
titude, the direction of the right guides of their 
respective battalions, without occupying them- 
selves with the general direction of the column : 
and as soon as these dispositions are made, the 
general will add : 

2. Maboh (or <2(m520 ^ui(;ib— Maboh). 

228. At this, briskly repeated, each battalion 
will wheel up into line in conformity to what i« 
prescribed in the 5. B,, No. 486. 
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2S9. The line being formed, the general will 
command: 

8. Guides — ^Posts. 

230. If) with the left in front, it be necessarj 
to form the column to the left into line of battle, 
the movement will be executed according to the 
same principles. 

231. If the general should desire to march for- 
ward without halting the line formed from the 
column on march, it will be executed in accor- 
dance with the commands and means prescribed 
in the S. B, 

Successive. Formations. 

232. In the successive formations, the lieu- 
tenant-colonel of each subordinate battalion will 
always precede it on the line of battle, and es- 
tablish a marker at the point where the right or 
left of his leading subdivision is to rest. He will 
take care to leave between this marker and the 
next battalion already established on the line, the 
interval of twenty-two paces, and then place a 
second marker on the line at a little less than 
subdivision distance from the first. The moment 
the lieutenant-colonel detaches himself, he will 
be replaced at the head of his column by the 
senior mm'or. 

233. As soon as the color subdivision of each 
battalion arrives on the line of battle, the color- 
bearer will step out and place himself opposite 
to his file on the alignment of the guides already 

VOL.nL — 6 r- I 
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established on that litie, taking care to hold up 
his lance perpendicularly between his eyes. 

234. As soon as there shall be two colors on 
the line of battle, the colonels will command: 
guides — ^Posts, after the last subdivision of their 
battalions is established on that line; but the 
color-bearers will remain in front until the en* 
tire line is formed. , The general will then com- 
mand: colors — Posts. 

235. The lieutenant-colonels will assure with 
the utmost care the markers of their respective 
battalions on the line of battle, taking the colors 
as the basis of alignment as soon as there are 
two established on that line, and then assure with 
equal precision the direction of the following 
guides and color-bearer as they successively come 
on the line of battle. 

236. Each colonel, after ordering in his guides^ 
will cause his battalion to order arms. 



Abtiolb IIL 

Difltoent modes of passing firom column at half 
distance into line of battle. 

1. To the left (or right) ] 

2. On the right (or left) I into line of 
8. Forward by deployment | battle. 

4. Face to the rear J 

l6t Column at half distance^ to the left (or r%ght\ into 
line of battle, 

237. A column at half distance having to form 
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to iHe left (or right) into line of battle, the gen- 
eral will first cause it to take distances on the 
sabdivision be may choose to designate, bjr the 
means prescribed No. 162 and following; which 
being executed, he will form the column into 
Ime of battle as indicated No. 220 and following. 

238. The general, when he judges it necessary, 
may order each battalion to form itself into line 
of battle as it shall successively have its distances, 
without waiting for the battalions engaged in 
the execution of this preliminary movement. 

239. If the column be in march, and it be ne» 
cessary to form rapidly into line of battle, the 
general will cause it to be executed by the com- 
mands, and according to the principles prescribed 
in the S. B,, No. 493 and following. 

2dL CMumn at half distancCy on the right (or on the 
left\ into line of battle. 

240. A colnmn by company, right in fronts 
being in march, when the general shall wish to 
form it on the right into line of battle, he will 
first determine the direction of that line, and 
then indicate to the lieutenant-colonel of the first 
battalion the point where the right is to re$t; this 
ofiUcer will immediately detach himself with two 
markers, and establish them as indicated in the S, 
B., No. 501. 

241. If the direction of the line of battle be 
not parallel, or nearly, so, to that of the column, 
the general, a little in advance, will take care to 
direct the march of the leading subdivision par- 
allelly to that line, by the means indicated in the 
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8. B., No. 626, 80 that its gnide, after tnrning to 
the right, may have at least ten paces to take in 
order to come upon it. 

242. These dispositions heing made, when the 
general shall wish the movement to commence, 
he will command : 

On the right^ into line. 

243. This having heen repeated hj the colonels, 
each will add : hattalian^ guide right. 

244* The leading subdivision having arrived 
opposite to the marker placed at the point d^ap- 
jyui will turn to the right, and the formation into 
line of battle will be executed as prescribed in 
the S. B., 506 and following. 

245- When the lieutenant-colonel of the second 
battalion sees the last subdivision of the first torn 
to the right, in order to move upon the line, he 
will detwjh himself with two markers, whom he 
will establish on the direction of the guides of 
the first battalion. 

246. The leading subdivision of the second 
battalion having arrived opposite to the first 
marker, will turn to the right at the command of 
its captain, who will halt it three paces from the 
line of battle, and align it by the riglit against the 
two markers, placed in advance by the lieutenant- 
colonel. 

247. The following battalions will execute their 
movement as just prescribed for the second. 

2tt. The line being formed, the general will 
command : 

Colore — Posts. 
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348. At this, the color-bearers will retara to 
their places in line of battle. 

250. The general, placed at the point d^appuiy 
will see that the colors of the two right battal- 
ions place themselves correctly on the direction, 
which h« may have determined for the line of 
battle. 

251. The field oflScers will conform themselves, 
pending the formation into line of battle of their 
respective battalions, to what ha3 been prescribed 
in the S, B,, Nos. 619-20. 

252. A column, left in front, will be formed on 
the le^ into line of battle, according to the same 
principles. 

253. If the general should wish to commence 
firing pending the execution of the movement, 
he will give an order to that effect, and the sev- 
eral battalions will successively conform them- 
selves to what is prescribed in the 8. J?., No. 628,- 
ThU rule is general/or all auecemve formations. 

3d Column at Jia^ distance, fonoavd into Une of hattie, 

254. When a column at half distance, right in 
front, shall arrive behind the right of the line on 
which it has to form line of battle, the general 
will first determine the direction of that line, 
either at right angles, or oblique with the direc- 
tion of the column, and then indicate to the lieu- 
tenant-colonel of the leading battalion the point 
at which the right ought to rest; this officer will 
immediately detach himself with two markers, 
and establi^ them on the direction indicated, aa 
explained in the S. B.^ No. 501. ) 
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259. The head of the colnmn having arrived 
at three paces from the line of battle, the general 
will halt the column, cause the colonel of the first 
to establish his battalion perpendicular to the 
line, if not already so, and then command : 

1. Forward into liiie. 

256* This having been repeated, the colonel of 
the first battalion will command : column, close in 
mass; the other colonels will each command: 1. 
Battalion, guide right; 2. Mead of column to th6 
left 

257. The general will then add : 

2. March (or double quick — March). 

258. At this, briskly repeated, the first battal- 
ion will close in mass, and then deploy on its first 
subdivision, by the means prescribed in the 8. A, 
No. 560 and following. 

259. The remaining battalions will march in 
colnmn, by battalion, toward the line of battle ; 
to this end, the leading subdivision of each will 
break from the general column by a wheel to the 
left, and then direct itself diagonally forward, so 
as to arrive opposite to Xh^ point 'd'appui of its 
battalion, but distant from this point at least the 
depth of the battalion in colnmn. 

260. The head of each of these battalions, 
having arrived opposite its point d^appui, will 
torn to the right, in order to advance in a square 
with the line of battle, and when it shall be 
about three paces from that line, the colonel will 
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dose bis column in mass, and deploy it on iti 
first subdivision. If it is tbe wisb of tbe general 
that tbe battalions shall remain in column, after 
arriving on the line, he will so direct the colonels. 

261. The line being formed, tbe general will 
oommaad : 

CoUyn — ^PosTS. 

262. If the general should wish to form for- 
ward, into line without baiting, be will cause tho 
line to he marked in advance, and the movement 
will be executed according to the commands and 
means prescribed No. 255 and following, and tbe 
principles indicated 8, B. Should he wish to con- 
tinue the march without halting, tbe line will 
not be marked in advance, and the movement 
will be executed in conformity with the principles 
prescribed in tbe same school. 

BEICABKS ON 70BMINO FOBWARD, INTO LINX OT 
BATTLE. 

263. The precision of this movement depends 
on tbe diagonal direction taken by the battalions 
in passing from tbe general column toward tbe 
line of battle ; the better to assure this direction, 
the general, colonels, and lieutenant-colonels will 
observe tbe following rules. 

264. Before beginning tbe movement, tbe gen-> 
oral will charge two aids-de-camp to determine 
tbe points cTappui on the line of battle for the 
right flanks of the different battalions, which 
wUl be executed as follows. 

265. The first aid will gallop to battalion dis- 
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tance, and twenty-two paces from the general, 
placed at the point d'appui, and face to him ; the 
general will, by signal of the sword, align him 
on the point of direction to the left. The sec- 
ond aid will gallop at the same time to a like dis- 
tance behind the first, face to the right, and align 
himself on the first aid and the general. 

266. The two aids being thns established on 
the line of battle, the general will cause the 
movement to commence; the second battalion 
will direct itself on the first aid, and the third on 
the second ; when the lieatenant-colonel of the 
second battalion arrives on the line, the first aid 
will gallop to battalion distance, and twenty-two 
paces behind the second aid, and align himself on 
the latter, and the color to the right ; the colonel 
of the fourth will immediately direct his battal- 
ion on this aid. Accordingly, it will be seen that 
the two aids will thus in turn place themselves 
one behind the other at battalion distance, and 
an interval of twenty-two paces, as soon as the 
lieutenant-colonel of the battalion, which directs 
itself on either, comes to replace him. The aids- 
de-camp will be careful to place themselves accu- 
rately on the line of battle, and at the true dis- 
tance from each other. 

267. From the commencement of the move- 
ment, the general, or the oflBcer he may substi- 
tute, will place himself at the point d'appui^ as 
in ^e formation on the right, into line of battle, 
and for the like purpose. 

268. Every colonel will hold himself abreast 
with his leading company on the directing flank, 
pending the march of his battalion toward the 
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line of battle ; and when the battalion begins to 
form, he will conform himself to what is pre- 
scribed in the S. 5., No. 590. 

269. £ach lieutenant-colonel will detach him- 
self, in order to tate the place of the aid-de-camp 
on the line of battle, when the head of his bat- 
talion is at about one hundred and forty paces 
from that line, and he will then discharge the 
fdnctions, pending the formation of his battalion, 
which have been prescribed in the S, B.y No. 
620. 

270. A column, left .in front, arriving behind 
the left of the line of battle, will form forward on 
that line, according to the same principles and 
by inverse means. 

4:th. Column at kcUf distance faced to the rear^ into Ivns 
of battle, 

27L When a column at half distance, right in 
front, arrives in front of the right of the line on 
which it has to form in order of battle, the gen- 
eral will first determine the direction of that line, 
and indicate to the lieutenant-colonel of the 
headmost battalion the point d'appui for its 
right ; this officer will immediately detach him- 
self with two markers, and establisdi them on the 
direction indicated, as explained in the 8. B.y 
No. 601. 

272. The head of the column having arrived at 
about company distance from the markers, the 
general will hcdt the column, and cause the lead- 
ing sabdivision to be marched and dressed against 
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tiie markers, in the manner indicated in the 
S, B,y Ko. 632. He will then command : 

1. Into line^ faced U the rear. 

273. This having been repeated, the colonel of 
the first will immediately command : battalion^ 
right — Face ; the colonels of the following bat- 
talions will each command : 1. Battalion^ guidtr 
left; 2. Head of the column to the right 

274. The general will then add ; 

2. March (or dovhle quick — Maboh). 

276. This being briskly repeated, the first bat- 
talion will form into line of battle, faced to the 
rear, as prescribed in the S, B,, No. 536 and fol- 
lowing. 

276. The remaining battalions will march in 
oolnmn, by battalion, toward the line of battle ; 
to this end, the leading subdivision of each will 
break from the general column by a wheel to the 
right, and the battalion will then direct itself to- 
ward the line of battle, as in the formation /<?r- 
wardy into line, 

277. The head of each of these battalions! 
having arrived opposite its point d*appuiy will 
turn to the left, in order to advance in a square 
with the line of battle ; and when at about com- 
pany distance from that line, on which the lieu- 
tenant-colonel will have established two markers, 
as indicated No. 282, the colonel will halt his 
battalion, and cause it to form faced to the rear, 
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kto line of battle, by the means and commands 
prescribed in the S, 5., No. 581 and following. 

278. The line being formed, the general will 
command : 

8. 0olor8 — ^PosTS. 

279. The general, colonels, and lieutenant- 
colonels, will conform themselves to what is pre- 
scribed No. 267 and following. 

280. A column, left in front, arriving before 
the left of the line of battle, will be formed faced 
to the rear, into line of battle, according to the 
same principles, and hy inverse means. 

281. If the general should wish to form into 
line faced to the rear, without halting, he will 
cause the line to be marked in advance, and the 
movement will be performed according to the 
commands and means prescribed No. 272 and 
following, and the principles indicated in the 
school of the battalion. 

Akticlb ly. 

€?olnmn closed in mass, forward into line of battle, 
or into line raoed to the rear. 

282. A column closed in mass, will be formed 
forward into line, or into line faced to the rear, 
hj the commands and means prescribed for a 
column at half distance, observing what follows. 
If the movement is forward into line, at the first 
command by the general, the colonel of the first 
battalion will command : On the first (or last) 
(subdivision) deploy column ; the other colon^ 
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will each command: 1. Chiidey right (or Z^). 
2. Battalion^ l^ (or right) wheel. 

Aetiole Y. 

Formations into line of battle, composed of two 
movements. 

283. Habitnally, and especially in the presence 
of the enemy, the formations will be made on the 
head of the column. 

284. When, from peculiar circumstances, it is 
found necessary to form a column, which is at 
half distance, or closed in mass, right or left in 
front, either /oc^dJ to the front or rear into line, 
on any battalion, other than that at the head of 
the column, the formation will be executed by 
the union of two movements, as will be ex- 
plained. 

285. In the first case, or faced to the front, the 
battalion on which the movement is made, and 
those in its rear, will form forward into line of 
battle; the other battalions will countermarch, 
and form faced to the rear into line of battle, 

286. In the second case, the column having to 
form faced to the rear of the column, the battal- 
ion on which the movement is made, and those 
which follow, will form faced to the rear into 
line of battle, the other battalions will counter- 
march, and form forward into line of battle, 

287* These movements will be executed by tho 
|}ommands and means already explained, observ* 
ing what follows. The general, before corameno- 
ingthe movement, will cause the battalions in 
£roAb of the line to be countermarched. 
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' Abtiolb VL 

Columns closed in mass. } 

Deployment lyy battalion in man, 

288. The brigade column in mass, may be 
formed into line of battle by deployment : Ist 
Faced to the front.; 2d. Faced to the rear; 8d. 
Faced to the left ; 4th. Faced to the right ; 6th. 
Oblique to the front or rear. 

\sU Faced to thefronL 

289. The general, wishing to deploy the column 
faced to the front, will fii*st determine the direc- 
tion of the line of battle, and caase it to be marked 
by one of the means already indicated, taking 
care, if the column be in march, to cause a mounted 
officer to be placed on that line, at the point where 
the head of the column ought to arrive. 

290. If the column be at a halt, the general, 
before deploying it, will establish it perpendicu- 
liurly to the line of battle, if it be not already so, 
by the means indicated No. 149, or No. 155 and 
following ; if the column be in march, he will di- 
rect it on the point marked as above, but so that 
it may arrive perpendicularly to the line of battle, 
and he will halt it at three paces from that line. 

291. The column being thus established, the 
general will cause it to deploy by battalion ii\ 
mass, on whatever battalion he may choose to 
designate, say the first.^ He will place on the line 
of battle two markers, the first before the right^ 
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and the second before the left file of the head- 
most division, and then order a mounted officer 
to go beyond the point at which the left battalion 
will arrive, and to place himself exactlj on the 
prolongation of the basis of the alignment. 

292- These dispositions being made, the gen- 
eral will command: 

1. By battalion^ in mass^ in the fiT%t hattalum^ 
dsploy column, 

293. This having been repeated, the colonel of 
the first battalion will caution it to stand fast. 
The colonel of the second will command : BaU 
taliony left — Face. The other colonels will each 
command: 1. Guide right. 2. Battalion, l^ 
foheel. 

294 The general will then add : 

2. March (or doitble quieh—UABOB). 

295. At the command march, briskly repeated* 
the movement will commence ; the colonel of tli^ 
first will command: right — ^Dbbss; at which th« 
first division will dress up against the markcFa, 
and be aligned by the right. At the same time, 
the guides of the other divisions will cover each 
other accurately, each following guide taking the 
distance of six paces from the guide immediately 
preceding ; the senior major will establish them 
promptly on the direction, and as soon as thej 
are assured in tiieir positions, each chief will 
align his division by the right. The chief of the 
first division, after having commanded front, in- 
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stead of placing himself before its centre, will 
remain on the ri^t of the front rank, and the 
right guide will fall back to the rear rank. 

296. The second battalion will inarch straight- 
forward, and when it arrives opposite its place, 
it will be faced bj the right flank, and moved on 
the line ; the others will march in column bj bat- 
talion, toward the line of battle, directing them- 
fielves as prescribed JTo. 259. 

297. The instant tlie movement commences, 
the senior major of the second battalion will place 
himself twenty-two paces from the\left flank of 
the column, to mark the point at which the bat- 
talion will face to the right in order to advance 
upon the line of battle. 

298* The lientenant-colonel of the second, at 
the commencement of the movement, and the 
lieutenant-colonels of the other battalions as in- 
dicated No. 269, will establish two markers on 
the line of battle, the right marker of each suc- 
ceeding battalion, at twenty-two paces from the 
left of the preceding battalion. 

299. After changing direction, for the purpose 
of marching in a square with the line, the light 
guide of the first division of each of the battalions, 
other than the first, will so direct himself, as to 
bring the right file opposite to the first marker, 
and when the head of the battalion is at three 
paces from the line of battle, the colonel will halt 
it, and command : right — ^Dbess. At this com- 
mand, each battalion will be aligned by the right, 
in the manner indicated for the first battalion. 

300. The colonels will place themselves oppo- 
site the centre of the flanks of their battalions 

Digitized Dy Google 



64 EVOLUTIONS OF A BBIQADB — ^PAET IV. 

respectively, and on the side of the preseni; 



301* The deployment being ended, the general 
wiU command: 

8. Guides — Posts. 

302. At this^ the markers, placed before the 
masses, will retire. 

303. If the general should wish to form faced 
to the front into line without halting, he will cause 
the line to be marked in advance, and the move- 
ment will be executed according to the commands 
and means prescribed No. 292 and following, and 
by the principles indicated in the S, B, Should 
he wish to continue the march without halting, 
the line will not be marked in advance, and the 
movement will be executed in conformity with 
the principles prescribed in the same school. 

304. Iff instead of deploying the column on the 
first battalion, the general shall wish to deploy it 
on the fourth, he will begin by causing the dis- 
positions prescribed. No. 289 and following, to be 
made, and then order a mounted officer to place 
himself on the line of battle a little beyond the 
point at which the right battalion will arrive; 
this officer will establish himself exactly on the 
prolongation of the markers placed before the 
head of the column. 

305. The general will then command : 

1. Bf/ battalion in maaSy on the fourth battalion^ 
deploy columns. 2. March (or double quick — 
March), 
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808. At the first command, the colonel of the 
fourth battalion will caution it to stand fast. The 
colonels of the first and second will each com- 
mand : Battalion^ right — Face. The colonel of 
the third will command: 1. Guide left, 2. Bat- 
talion^ right wheel. 

307. At the command march^ the first three 
battalions will put themselves in movement ; the 
first diyision of. the first battalion, conducted br 
the lieitenant-colonel, will direct itself a littlo 
within the line of battle and Jjarallelly to that 
line; the other battalions will execute their move- 
ments in conformity with the principles prescribed 
No. 296 and following. 

308. The colonel of the fourth, seeing his 
battalion nearly unmasked, will command: 1. 
Column forward. 2. Guide left. 3. Maeoh (or 
double quich — ^Maroh). 

300. At the command marc\ which will be 
given the moment the battalion is unmasked, the 
colonel will conduct it toward the line of battle, 
and when at three paces from that line, he will 
halt it and align it by the left. The chief of the 
first division will then shift to the right as pre- 
scribed No. 295. 

310. When the left file, first division, first bat- 
talion, is abreast with the marker, whicbi has 
been placed by the lieutenant-colonel on the line, 
the colonel will command: 1. Battalion^ ^^Halt. 
8. Front. 4. Left dress; and the battalion will be 
dressed as prescribed No. 295. 

811. The movement being ended, the general 
win command : 
6* 
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3. Oiiidea — ^Posts. 

312. Sbonld the general wish to continue the 
march without halting, the line will not be 
marked in advance, and the movement wiU be 
executed in conformity with the principles pre- 
ioribed in the S. B. 

313. According to the same principles, the 
deployment may be made on an- interior battal- 
ion of the column. The general, after having 
established two markers before the head of the 
column, will order two mounted officers to place 
themselves respectively a little beyond the points 
at which the right and left battalions ^iU 
arrive. 

314. These different movements will be exe- 
cuted according to the same principles in a column 
witli the left in front. 

315. In the preceding examples the line of 
battle has been e^ablished in front of the head 
of the column ; the general may also establish it 
in front of any interior battalion, and then deploy 
the column on this battalion, or on any other that 
he may judge proper. 

316. It will be supposed that the line of battle 
ought to be established in front of the third, and 
that it is intended to deploy on this battalion: 
the general will cause two markers to be placed 
before the first division of the designated battal- 
ion, and order two mounted officers to place them- 
selves, respectively, a little beyond the points at 
which the right and left battalions will arrive ; 
he will then command : 
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1. Line of battle an the third battcdian, 

317. This having been repeated, the first and 
second battalions, which are in front of the line 
of battle, will face by the rear rank; which 
being executed, the general will add : 

2. Bp battalion in mass^ on the third battalion ; 
deploy column. 8. Maboh (or double quieh 
— ^Maboh). 

318. At the second command, the colonel of 
the third will caution his battalion to stand fkst. 
The colonels of the second and fourth will each 
command: Battalion left — ^Faoe. The colonel 
of the first will command : 1. Guide right, 2. 
Battalion^ Irft wheel, 

319. At the command mxirch^ the deploymeni 
will commence, the colonel of the third will 
align his battalion by the left. The other battal- 
ions will regulate themselves in conformity with 
the principles prescribed No. 295 and folio w- 
mg. The markers, placed in the line by the 
lieutenant-colonels, to mark the places where 
the battalions which have faced by the rear rank 
are to cross the line of battle, will be a little 
more than a division distance apart, in order that 
the battalions can pass. 

320. The battalions which have faced by the 
rear rank, will cross the line of battle between 
the markers, and when the first division of each 
battalion has passed the line three paces, the 
colonel, who will have remained in front of that 
line, will halt the battalion, and fao^it 1^ the 
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front rank ; the two guides of the first division, 
and the covering sergeant of its left company, 
will place themselves on the line of battle, and 
will be assured in their positions by the lleaten- 
ant-colonel ; which being executed, the colonel 
will cause the battalion to be aligned bv the 
left. 

321. The movement ended, the general will 
command : 

4. Guides — Posts. 

322. If, in establishing the line of battle on 
the third, the general shall wish to deploy the 
column on any other, say the second battalion, 
he will command: 

1. Line of hatUe on the third battalion. 2. By 
battalion in mass^ on the second battalion, de- 
ploy column,' 8. Maboh (or double quich— 
Maboh). 

323* This movement will be executed accord- 
ing to the principles just prescribed, but observ- 
ing what follows. 

324. The markers whom the general will 
cause to be established before the third battalion 
to serve as the basis of alignment, will be far 
enough apart to permit the battalion on which 
the deployment is made to pass between them. 

325' At the first command the first and second 
battalions which are in advance of the line of 
battle, will face by the rear rank. 

826* At the second command, the colonel of 
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the second will caution his battalion to stand fast 
The colonels of the third and fourth will each 
command : Battalion, ?^/l5— Face. . The colonel 
of the first will command: 1. Guide right 2. 
Battalion^ l^ whed, 

327* As soon as the second battalion is un- 
masked, it will march ; cross the line of battle, 
and when the first division has passed three paces 
beyond, the colonel will halt the battalion, face 
it by the front rank, and align it by the left. 

328. When the third battalion has gained in 
marching by the flank, the twenty-two paces 
which ought to separate it from the second, its 
colonel will halt it, face it to the front, and es- 
tablish it on the line of battle. 

329* The other battalions will be deployed as 
in the preceding examples. 

2d. Faced to Ihe rear. 

330. When the general shall wish to deploy 
the column faced to the rear, he will cause it to 
execute the countermarch, and then deploy it by 
the commands and means prescribed for deploy- 
ing faced to the front, 

3d Faced to ihe UfL 

381. A closed column, right in front, having 
to deploy by battalion in mass, faced to the left, 
will execute the movement in the following man- 
ner: 

332. The general will first determine the line 
of battle, on the right fiank of the column, then 
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cause the battery to leave the column, and the 
interval between the first and last three battalions 
to be closed up. He will then command : 

1. Deploy faced to the left, 2. By battalion in 
mass, change direction hy the right flank. 

333. This having been repeated, each colonel 
wUl command: Battalion, right — ^Faob. 

334. The general will then add : 

3. Mabch (or double quick — ^Maboh). 

335. At this, briskly repeated, each battalion 
will execute a change of direction as indicated 
in the S. B., No. 365 and following, except that 
the chief of the £rst division of each battalion 
will place himself on the right of his division, 
after having aligned it. 

336. The movement being ended, the general 
will command : 

4. Guides — ^Posts. 

m 

337. A column, left in front, will be deployed 
by battalion in mass, faced to the right, accord- 
ing to the same principles. 

4.th. Faced to the right. 

338. A closed column, right in front, having 
to deploy by battalion in mass, faced to the right, 
it will chalige direction by the left flank, and 
then deploy by the means and commands above 
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indioated ; but as this moyement is mnch longer 
than the preceding one, the general may, when 
circumstances require it, deploy the column hj 
inversion, according to the principles prescribed 
for deploying faced to the left, observing what 
follows. 

339. The general will first determine the line 
of battle on the left flank of the column, order 
oat the battery, and close the intervals, as pre* 
scribed No. 332, and will then command : 

1. D^loy hy inversion faced to the right. 2. 
battalion in mass, change direction by the \ 
flajik, 3. Mabch (or double quick — ^Maboh). 

840. This movement will be executed accord- 
ing to the principles prescribed No. 835. 

341. The deployment being ended, the general 
win add: 

4. Gvides — ^Postb. 

342. The battalions being thus placed by in- 
version, the masses will be deployed into line of 
battle in the direct order, when each battalion 
wiU be, in respect to the others, in the inverse, 
whilst its own subdivisions are in the direct or- 
der. 

343. A closed column, left in front, will be 
deployed by inversion faced to the left, according 
to the same principles. 

^th. Oblique to t?ie front or rear. 

344. If the column is so oblique to the line of 
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3 flank of the brigade, and nearest the 
pui of the formation, 
will endeavor to bring an oblique fire 
emj, and will, if possible, silence the 
artillery, before commencing fire on 
7 masses. 



B which may be ezeouted by a line of 
battalions in masaes. 



1st The advance in lirie, 

' line being deployed by battalion in 
the general shall wish it to advance, 
signate the directing battalion (the 
lere be supposed) then place himself 
his battalion, verifying the direction 
i in respect to their perpendicularity 
of battle, rectify the direction, tf 
id command : 

third the battalion of directum, 

this, the ' lieutenant-colonel of the 
ittalion will place himself twenty- 
r paces in front of the guides, face to 
establish himself correctly on their 
i; the general, placing himself in 
e guides, will verify the position of 
,nt-colonel, rectify it, if necessary, 
nmand: 

2, Battalions^ forward, 

1r ...: ;. . ' ... 
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352. This having been repeated, the colonel 
of the directing battalion will command : guid« 
left^ and the other colonels, guide Irft (or right\ 
according as they may find themselves to the 
right or left of the directing battalion. 

353. At this command, the right general guide 
of the directing battalion will place himself six 
paces in front of his left guides ; the lieutenant- 
colonel will establish him on the perpendicular, 
and as soon as assured in that position, he will 
take points on the ground in conformity with 
what is prescribed in the S, R, No. G51. 

364. The chief of the first division of the bat- 
talion to the left of the directing one will pass 
to the left of his division, taking post in the 
front rank, and the guide of that flank will fall 
back to the rear rank. 

355. The lieutenant-colonel of every subordi- 
nate battalion will indicate to the guide of ita 
headmost division the direction he ought to fol- 
low, and this guide will immediately take hia 
points on the ground. 

356. These dispositions being made, the gener- 
al will add : 

3. Maboh (or double quieh — ^Maeoh). 

357. At this, briskly repeated, the line will 
put itself in movement ; the general gAide of the 
directing battalion will carefiiUy conform himself 
to what is prescribed for the color-bearer in the 
S. B,^ No. 659 ; the guide of its headmost divis- 
ion will march exactly in the- trace of the gener- 
al guide, preserving the original distance of six 
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paces from him, but without constraining him- 
self, in this, to minute exactness ; the guides of 
the other battalions will direct themselves per- 
pendicularly to the front. 

358. The lieutenant-colonel of each battalion, 
being, pending the march, placed by the side of 
the guide of his first division, will take care to 
maintain between his battalion and that next to 
its right or left, on the side of the direction, the 
interval of twenty-two paces. 

359. The chief of each first division will main- 
tain hhuself exactly abreast with its guide on the 
opposite flank, and will superintend the march 
of the division, according to what is prescribed 
in the./8^. B., No. 667 and following. 

360. The other divisions will conform them- 
wlves to the rules for the march in column. 

361. The colonels will hold themselves on the 
flanks of their respective battalions, each on the 
side of direction, and superintend the move- 
ment. 

2dL Tb halt the line^ marching in advance^ and io 
align it 

362. The line being in march, when the gen- 
eral shall wish to halt it, he will command; 

1. Battalions. 2. Halt. 

363. The line being halted, if the general wish 
to give a general alignment, he will place two 
nukrkers before the directing battalion, and then 
oommand: • v 
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1. Guides &n the line, 

384. At this, the lieutenant-colonel of eaeh 
subordinate battalion will place two markers be- 
fore its head on the alignment of those establish- 
ed bj the general ; and the chief of each first 
division will pass to the flank of his division on 
the side of the direction. 

365. As soon as the markers are correctly es- 
tablished on the line of battle, the colonels, with- 
out regulating themselves on each other, will 
align their battalions by the flank of direction in 
the manner prescribed No. 295. 

366. The battalions being aligned, the general 
will command : 

2. Guides — ^Posts. 

Zd, The line marching in advance^ to cause it iochaaige 
direction. 

367. The line being in march, it is supposed 
that the general wishes to cause it to change di- 
rection to the right ; he will go to the point at 
which he may wish the right of the new line to 
rest, and place two markers, one at the point 
^appui^ the other at division distance from the 
first. 

368. These dispositions being made, the gen- 
eral will command : 

•l. Change direction to the right. 

369. This having been repeated, the colonel 
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of the first battalion will command : 1. Guide 
left; 2. Battalion^ right wheel; at this com- 
mand, the chief of the first division will place 
himself before the centre of his division. 

370. The other colonels will each command : 
ffuide right; at this command, the chief of each 
first division will place himself before its centre. 

37L The general will then 'add: 

2. Maboh (or double g'mcAr—MABOH). 

373. At the command ma/reh^ briskly repeated, 
the first battalion will change direction by wheel- 
ing, according to the principle prescribed in th^ 
S. B.y No. 348 and following; its colonel will 
cause it to wheel nntil its front is parallel to 
the line of battle ; he will then conduct it for- 
ward^ halt it three paces from this line, and align 
it by the right. 

373. The other battalions will be marched to- 
ward the line of battle, each executing in succes- 
sion slight changes of direction to the right, so 
that, on arriving at twenty paces from that line, 
the headmost division may be parallel to it; to 
this end, the leading guide, advancing insensibly 
the left shoulder, ,wiU direct himself circularly 
to the right; tlie other guides will follow his 
moYejpient in marching exactly in his trace, and 
the divisions will each conform itself to the move- 
ment of its guide as prescribed No. 154. 

374. At the commencement of the movement, 
the lieutenant-colonel of the second battalion will 
place himself on the lino of battle, and immedi- 
ately establish a marker at twenty-two paced 
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from the left flank of the first battalion, and an- 
other at division 4^stance from the first, and' at 
the instant of detaching himself, he will be re- 
placed at the head of the column by its senior 
major. 

376. The lientenant-colonels of the other bat- 
talions will successively conform themselves to 
what has just been prescribed for the lientenant- 
oolonel of the second; each will precede his bat- 
talion, on the Jine of battle, by about fifty-five 
paces. 

376. The movement ended,the general will add : 

8. Guides — posts. 

377. Changes of direction to the left will be 
executed according to the same principles and by 
inverse means. 

BEMABK. 

378. It is essential that the battalion on which 
the movement is made should arrive perpendicu- 
larly to the line of battle ; to this end, and con- 
formably to tlie principle established in the S, B^ 
No. 852, the colonel of this battalion will cause 
the step of the pivot to be shortened, if this should 
become necessary ; and if, notwithstanding this 

- precaution, some of the divisions be not able to 
conform themselves exactly to the movement of 
the first, they will, on halting the battalion, be 
promptly conducted by the flank into the true 
direction before the battalion is aligned. 
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4^ Jb fnareh the Une in retreat 

' 370. The line being at halt, when the general 
shall wish it to inarch in retreat, he will com- 
mand: 

Face hy the rear rank. 

380- This having been repeated, the battalions 
will face in the manner indicated in the 8, B,^ No. 
1323 and following ; the chief of the fourth (or 
last) division of each battalion will place himself 
on the left of his division in the rear rank, now 
become the front rank, and the chief of each first 
division will place himself before its centre. 

38L These dispositions being exeonted, th« 
general will designate the directing battalion, and 
cause the direction to be traced as under the first 
head, to advance in line^ No. 350, and then com- 
mand t 

1. Battalions, forward, 

382- This having been repeated, the colonel of 
the directing battalion will command : guide right, 
and the other colonels, guide left (or right,) ac- 
cording as they may find themselves to the left 
or right of the directing battalion. 

3^ The general will then add: 

2. Makoh (or dotible quich — ^Maboh). 

384- The line will march in retreat according 
to the principles prescribed for marching in ad- 
vance. 
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88S. The line ia march caa be marched in re- 
treat withoat halting by the commands and means 
indicated Ko. 380 and following, observing what 
follows. The command: Eight about will be 
substituted for the command, Face by the rear 
rank, and the command : Battalions forward will 
be omitted. 

38j3* The general having halted the line, and 
wishing to face it by the front rank, will com- 
mand: 

Fa>ce by the front rank, 

387. This having been repeated, each battalion 
will face by the front rank ; which being executed, 
the chief of the first division will retake his place 
in line, and the chief of the fourtli his in column. 

Bih. To change direction of the line marching in 
retreat 

388. The line marching in retreat will change 
direction by the same means and commands as if 
it were advancing, observing what follows. 

389* It is supposed that the general wishes to 
change direction to the left ; he will place two 
markers on the .n§w direction, the first at the 
point d?appui^ and the second at such distance 
from the first that the battalion may easily pas« 
between them. . 

390. The first battalion will be conducted to 
and established on the new direction as indicated 
Nos. 868 and 372 ; but it will cross the line of 
battle: and when the first division has passed 
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three paces beyond, the colonel will halt the ba(^ 
tfdioD, and face it by the front rank. 

391- As soon as the battalion faces, the gaidee 
of the first division will place themselves on the 
line of battle, and be assured in their positions bj 
the lientenant-colonel ; which being done, the 
ooloirel will align the battalion by tlie right. 

392- The other colonels will each direct hi^ 
battalion so that it may arrive when at twenty 
paces, parallelly to the line of battle ; he will then 
cause it to pass that line, between the two mark- 
ers placed in advance by the lieutenant-colonel 
in the manner indicated No. 389. When th^ 
first division has passed three paces beyond the 
line, the battalion will be. halted, faced by the 
front rank, and aligned as prescribed for the first. 

393. A line of battalion masses, left in front, 
will march and change direction, advancing and 
retreating, according to the same principles and 
iDverse means; the fourth or last division of each 
mass wiii conform itself to what is prescribed for 
the first, and reciprocally. # 

tih. 7b break the line formed by battdUon in masSy ini& 
cohmm. 

894* The line being at a halt, when the gen* 
erfd shall wish to break it to the right into colnma 
by battalion, he will command : 

1. By battalion, right in front, into column, 

395* This having been repeated, the lientenant- 
iBolonel of each battalion will place a marker 
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before the ]eft guide of its first division, and a 
second at division distance from the first ia *di- 
Motion perpendicular to the line of battle. 
' 396- At the same time, each colonel will eora-^ 
mand: 1. Change direction by the left flank; 2. 
Battalion, Irft — Face. 

397. These dispositions being made, the- gen** 
eral will add : 

^ 2. March (or double quick — Mabcit). 

398. At this, each battalion will change direo> 
Hon by the means indicated in the 8. B, 

< *tik. lb ploy the line ofmassee iinto eolttmn. 

. 399. When a line of battalions in mass has to 
l»e ployed into colamn, as the battalions, by rea- 
ion of their depth, and the sroallness of the, inter- 
tals between them, cannot be directed diagonally 
towanl the points at which they ought respective- 
ly to enter the colamn, the movement will btt 
executed in the following manner: 
f 400* it will be supposed that the line ought to 
be ployed on the third battalion, right in front ; 
the general will place himself in front of this bat- 
tdion, and after assuring himself that the guides 
are correctly placed, he will command : 

1. Bi/ battalion in mcus^ on the third battalion^ 
right in fronts into column, 2. Maboh (or 
double quick — Masch). 

401. At the first command, each colonel who 
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finds himself to the right of the directing battal- 
ion, will command: 1. Column, forward, 2, 
Guide left, 

'■ 402. The colonel to the left of the directing 
battalion, will give the same commands after 
causing his battalion to face about. 

' 403. At the command march, the movement 
will commence: the first and second battalions 
will march to the front, and when the last divis- 
ion of the second battalion shall have passed di- 
visicm distance, beyond the first division of th« 
third, the colonel will cause his battalion to fao# 
to the left, in marching, in order to take its plac« 
in column ; when the left guides arrive on th« 
direction of those of the third, the colonel of the 
second will halt it, and cause it to face to th# 
front. 

404. At the moment of halting, the left guides, 
facing to the rear, will place themselves on the 
prolongation of those of the third battalion ; and 
the lieutenant-colonel, placed in their rear, will 
assure them on the direction ; which being done, 
the colonel will canse bis battalion to be aligned 
by the left, and then order the guides to fao0 
about. 

405. The colonel of the first battalion will 
conform himself to what has just been prescribed 
for the colonel of the second, as his last division 
has passed division distance beyond the front 
rank, first division, of the battalion which en- 
tered the column next before his own. 

406. The fourth battalion will enter the col- 
umn in like manner ; the colonel of the fourth 
will cause it to face to the left in marching, when 
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its first division has passed division distance be- 
yond the rear rank, last division, of the third bat- 
talion, and he will halt his battalion when its 
left guides are on the direction of those of tho 
third. 

407* At the moment of halting, the guides of 
the fourth will promptly place themselves on the 
prolongation of those of the third battalion, and 
the lieutenant-colonel will assure them on that 
direction; which being done, the colonel will 
oause his battalion to be aligned by the left. 

408* A line of masses will be ployed intotjol- 
umn, left in front, according to the same princi- 
ples and by inverse means. 

409. If the line of battalions in mass are in 
march, the column can be formed either in rear 
of the first, or last battalion of the line, without 
halting, by the commands and means prescribed 
No. 399 and following ; and by the principles 
indicated No. 199 and following, S. B.^ observ- 
ing what follows. The battalions to the right or 
left of the one of formation, will face by the left 
or right flank, instead of facing about, and each 
^vfiU take its place in column, as soon as able to 



ON FOBMINO A OOLUMN CLOSED IN MASS, 
FBOM A LINE OF BATTALIONS IN MASS. 

410* If it is found expedient to give a greater 
concentration to the troops, the general may fonn 
the whole column closed in mass, with a distance 
of but siz paces between the division guides, 
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81^ 2b take deployiitg intervals from a line formed by 
battalions in mas^ 

411. The line being at a halt, when the general 
«hall wish to take 'deploying intervals by battal- 
ion in mass, on any battalion, say the third, im 

*will oanse two markers to be placed in front of 
that battalion, a little less than division distance 
apart, and three ])aces in front of the line ; h# 
will then canse the line to be prolonged, to the 
light and left, by the means prescribed No. 29L 

412. These dispositions being made, the gen- 
eral will command : 

1. By hattalion in mass, on the third hattaliany 
tahe deploying intervals. 2. Mabch (or doubU 
quick — ^Maboh). 

413. At the first command, the colonel of the 
third will caution his battalion to stand fast ; the 
colonels of the first two battalions, will com- 
mand: 1. Right face; 2. Battalion forttxtrdy 
guide IrfU The colonel of the fourth, will com- 
mand:.!. Left face; 2. Battalion forwcvrd^ guidt 
righU 

414. At the command ma/rch^ briskly repeated, 
the colonel of tho third will establish his battal- 
ion on the markers in front, dressing it to th« 
left, in the manner prescribed No. 295 ; the first, 
•econd, and fourth battalions will put themselves 
in march by the Hanks, and when each of the 
battalions on the right of the directing one, 
separates itself from the battalion on its left, a 
distance equal to twenty-two paces and the front 
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of three divisions, its coloii# will halt it, face it 
to the front, a^ dress it to the left upon the 
markers, which nave been established by the lieu- 
tenant-coloneL 

410. The colonel of the fourth, when he has 
separated his battalion a like distance from tiie 
third, will halt it, face it to the front, and dres/ 
it to the right upon the markers, as indicated 
above. 

416. The lieutenant-colonels of the battalions, 
other than the third, will each establish for his 
battalion, two markers on the line of battJe, in 
the manner indicated No. 269. 

417. The movement being ended, the general 
will command : 

3. Ouidea — Posts. 

418. Iff however, it should be the wish of tha 
general to establish the battalions in mass, at de- 
ploying intervals, on a line of battle in front of 
the present one, either parallel or oblique to it, 
he will establish two markers to indicate where 
•the battalion of direction, say the third, shall 
rest, and cause the line of battle to be marked, 
as prescribed No. 291. 

420. These dispositions being made, the gen- 
eral will then command: 

1. By battalion in mass^ forward^ on the third 
. battalion^ take deploying intervale, 2. MaboH) 
(or double ^t/tcl^~MAROH.) / 

' 4EL At the first command, the colonels of tii# 
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different battalions, seeing the position of tlie 
markers of the directing battalion, will give sach 
cautionary commands as shall be neces.<»ar7^ in 
order to direct their battalions toward their po- 
sitions on the new line of battle. 

422. At the command march^ briskly repeated, 
the battalions will be put in march, and, conducts 
ed by their colonels, will be established ia their 
proper posts on the new line of battle. 

428. The lieutenant-colonels, as prescribed Ka. 
269, will each precede his battalion upon the neiii^ 
line of battle, and establish markers to indicate 
where the head of his battalion shall rest. 

424. The movement beiD|^ ended, the general 
will command : 

8. Guides — Posts. /; 



) ox THE DISPOSITIONS OF THE 0OMPANIB8 OV 
8KIRMI8HSB8 IN A UNB OF BATTALIONS IN MAM. * 

0-425. Whenever the battalions are formed hf, 
mass into line of battle, with an interval of twea- 
ty-two paces between them, the platoon colummi 
of skirmishers of each battalion will take a po- 
sition closed in mass in rear of its last division ; 
tlie first platoon column, in rear of the outer pla-. 
toon of the right company, and the second platoon 
column in rear of the outer platoon of tlie lellt 
company. In marching in advance, or retreat, 
or in changing direction, they will retain this po- 
sition. On the formation of column, or when, 
deploying intervals are taken, the skirmishers 
will resume their proper places, as prescribed ia» 
the /SL ^. \t 
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BBMABKS ON INYERSIOITS. 

426. The principles prescribed in the S. J?., 
Ko. 642 and following, for breaking or ploying 
into colainn a single battalion, formed in line of 
t>attle by inversion, are applicable to a brigade, 
when formed in line by inversion in the manner 
indicated Ko. 226 and following ; but when the 
battalions are placed, in respect to each other, in 
the inverse order, whilst their subdivisions are in 
the direct order, as indicated No. 342, other 
means, to be immediately prescribed, will be em- 
ployed for breaking or ploying the line into col- 
mnn if it be desire#to replace the battalions ia 
the direct order. The principles prescribed in 
the S, B,^ Kos. 639-41 are also applicable to a 
brigade. 

■ 427. It will be supposed that the general, in 
eansing the line to break, wishes to march it to 
the left ; he will order each colonel to cause his 
Iteittalion to break to the right in order to march 
toward the left (in column at full distance) as if 
it were isolated; and as soon as the battalions 
break he will put them in march all at the same 
time: in this way the column will find itself unit- 
ed and formed in the direct order as soon as the 
Ifttt subdivision of each battalion has turned into 
the new direction. 

428. 1^1 instead of breaking the line (into col- 
umn at full distance), the general shall wish to 
]il#y it into column, say on the third battalion, so 
that the first battalion may be in front, he will 
order the colonel of the third to ploy it into col- 
umn, right in front, on its second division ; at tho 
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«t) will order the other colonels to 
e^^pcetive battalions, right in fronts 
m fveait]^t to the directing battalion, 
so I lie masses to enter the column 
rbe Eirj^t and second battalions in 
L! fuiH til ill rear of the directing bat-* 

t>reiiking the line, it be desired to 
d th^ li^Hit, or if, in ploying it, it b« 
11 fie the fourth battalion in front, th« 
ill be executed according to the saint* 
J by inverse means. 



PART FIFTH. 

Aetiole I. 

ance in line of battle deployed. 

,'encral, wishing to cause the line to 
in iirtler. will choose as the directing 

tlie tliird, the one which be may 
vorably jjlaced for the purpose; he 

tl^i^ battalion and command : 

hird tk6 battalion of direction. 

iiavinp; been repeated, the colonel 

it'coloiiel of every battalion will 

^ves ill renrand in front of the cblor- 

respeetive battalions, as prescribed 

^os. 648-9. 

olonel of the directing battalion, 
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having assured his lieutenant-coldnel on the Mr- 
pendicultir, will promptly establish two markers 
behiDd his battalloD, as prescribed in the S. B.^ 
No. 650. 

433. The genera] will verify the direction of 
these markern, rectify it if necessary, and charge 
an officer to superintend, ])endiDg the march, the 
successive replacing of them. 

434. The general will then command : 

2. Battaliong forward, 

435* This command having been repeated, th« 
color-rank of every battalion will advance six 
paces, and its two general guides will place them- 
selves out abreast with this rank ; the senior ma- 
jor will place himself at six or eight paces from 
the f ank of the color- rank, and on the side op- 
posite to the directing battalion. 

436* The general need not occupy himself with 
the general fdignment (»f the color-ranks and gen- 
eral guides of Uie different battalions ; it will snf- 
fice if those of each battalion conform themselves 
to what has just been prescribed. 

437. These dispositions having been made, th« 
general will add : 

8. Maboh (or double quick— "hLASOB). 

438* At this, repeated with the greatest rapid- 
tty, the line will step off with life ; each battalioii 
will observe with the utmost care the principles 
prescribed in the S. B, fur marching in line of 
battle. 
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4S9- Each colonel and lieatenant-colonel wiil 
conform himself, for the maintenance of the di- 
rection and alignment, to the principles prescribed 
in the S, B, 

440- The directing battalion being regarded as 
infallible bjr all the others, and having thus the 
greatest influenoe on them, its march will be 
superintended with the utmost care; consequent- 
Ij, the general or the officer deputed by him, 
placed in front of this battali(m, will labor to 
maintain its centre steadily on the perpendicular ; 
to this edd, he will frequently place himself from 
thirty to forty paces in front of the color-bearer, 
face to the rear, and align himself correctly on the 
nuirkers established behind the battalion ; he will 
rectify, if necessary, the direction of the centre 
corporal, as well as that of the color-bearer. 

4£l. If the line ofdirectionof this battalion be 
badly chosen, and this may often happen, as it it 
yery difficult to determine the perpendicular with 
precision, the general and the colonel of this bat- 
talion will perceive it at the end of a i^vr paces 
by the crowdings in one wing, and the openings 
of files in the oUier. . 

443. lA for example, the line of direction, in- 
stead of being perpendicular to the primitive line 
of battle, be taken to the right of the perpendicu- 
lar, the directing battalion will soon be in an 
oblique position to both of those lines ; the interval 
to its right will be more and more diminished, 
and that to the left increased in the same propor- 
tion, which will force all the subordinate bat- 
talions to oblique to the right to regain their in- 
tsrvals; the general, by placing himself on either 

Digitaeaoy Google 



92 XVOLUtlONS OF A BRIGADS — ^PABT ▼. 

flank of the directing battalion, will perceive that 
the battalions to its riglit are in advance, and 
those to its left in the rear, in respect to the false 
direction of that battalion. 

443. Promptly to remedy this fault, the gen- 
eral will order the senior major of the directing 
battalion to place himself thirty or forty paces 
before its centre, and to face to the rear ; he will 
himself go at ther same time to a like distance 
behind its rear, and place, by signal of the sword, 
the senior m^jor on the direction he may choose 
to give; the colonel of this battalion will imme- 
diately caution the centre corporal and the oolor- 
bearer to conform themselves to this new direo- 
tion, and the officer superintending the markers 
In the rear will immediately establish them on 
that direction. 

444. Iff at the end of a few paces, the general 
•perceive that the new direction is not exact, he 
will promptly give another; but with a good coup 
d'csit^ and the habit of directing lines^ he will 
rarely find it necessary to change the direction 
more than once. 

445. Each subordinate battalion will maintain 
its interval on the side of the directing bat- 
talion. 

446. The preservation of intervals between 
battalions being the most essential point in the 
march in line, the colonels will give to it the ut- 
most attention. 

447* A battalion can only lose its interval, 
from another, by the false direction pursued by 
its color 'bearer. The colonel may early perceive 
this by the indications noticed Nos. 441-2, and 
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as a remedy, he will appljr the means indicated in 
the S. B., No. 670 and following. 

448- The interval may he momentarily dimin- 
ished hy openings hetween files ; in this case, il 
will saffice to canse the files to close insensihly 
Dpon the centre of their hattalion. 

449* The general heing further in rear of the 
line, than the colonels, may see at once several 
battalions ; hence it will he easy for him to per- 
ceive whence the loss of intervals, and he will 
give prompt notice thereof to the colonels. 

450- When the loss of interval is hnt slight, 
and the hattalion does not slant in respect to 
the perpendicular, the colonel may confine him- 
self to cautioning the color- bearer to incline in- 
sensibly to the right or left, without talcing the 
oblique step; by this means the interval may 
be re-established without inconvenience. As to 
the general alignment, the following rules will be 
observed. 

451> A scrupulous attention need not be given 
to the maintenance of the colors and general 
gnidesof the several battalions exactly abreast with 
each other ; consequently, the senior major of each 
battalion placed on the fiank of his color-rank on 
the side opposite to the direction, will not canse 
the color-bearer to shorten or lengthen the step, 
but when this may be evidently necessary to the 
preservation of a certain degree of general har- 
mony. 

452- The two general guides of each hattalion 
will conform themselves steadily to the direction 
of the color-rank of the same battalion, and bold 
themselves abreast with this rank, without defer- 
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«ftoe to the colors and general gmdes of the otber 
battalions. 

453* Nothing contributes more to fatigue sol- 
diers, and to deran^^e the interior order of bat- 
talions, than frequent variations of step ; the three 
corporals placed in the centre of each battalion 
will observe stearlily the length and cadence of 
the pace, without endeavoring to maintain them- 
selves exactly at the distance of six paces from 
the color-rank ; consequently, they will not vary 
in either of those particulars except on a eantion, 
to that effect, from their colonel or lieatenant- 
oolonel. 

454* To carry through the same principle, col- 
onels will not scrupulously endeavor to maintain 
their battalions abreast with each other ; conse- 
quently, they will not cause the step to be length- 
ened or shortened, the time to be marked or 
quickened, except wh^n one or the other shall 
evidently be necessary in order to preserve a cer- 
tain degree of harmony in the line; if it happen 
that a battalion find itself a pace or two in ad- 
vance or in rear of the neighboring battalions, 
this slight irregularity may soon correct itself 
without particular orders or interference. 
' 455* Colonels will carefully look to the direc- 
tion and interior order of their respective bat- 
talions, and the lieutenant-colonels to the align- 
ment. 

466* The general will occupy himself more 
particularly with the directing battalion, bat his 
attention will at the same time^ be given to the 
whole line. 
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OBNBBAL RBMABKS ON THS KU.BOH IN LDTB OF 
BATTLE. 

457. The inarch in Hue of battle cannot be ef- 
fected with the necessary order and harmony of 
parts, .if the several battalions have not been pre- 
viously and individually exercised according to 
the same principles or in the S. B. 

458* Although uniformity of step be the first 
element in the march in line of battle, the move- 
ment will be imperfect if the color-bearer be not 
acoustomed to prolong, without variation, a given 
direction, and if the colonels have not the habit 
of conducting their battalions with address and 
iotelligence. 

469. It is by the uniformity of step that th« 
different battalions can alone maintain them- 
lelves, without effort, abreast, or nearly so, with 
each other, pending the march. 

460. By exercising fi^equently, in advance, the 
eei^geants as color-bearers, in prolonging a given 
direction, colonels may best prevent the loss of 
IntervalB in marching in line. 

461. Finally, it is in forming the coup cTaily 
by a peraevering exercise, that generals and col- 
onels can alone acquire accuracy and facility in 
judging the line of direction, and of conducting 
battaiions on every sort of ground with the ad- 
dress and intelligence necessary to prevent faults, 
or promptly to correct them. 

• 462. The general may choose, as the directing 
battalion, either in the line that he may judge 
the best posted for the particular march, yet, 
other considerations being equal, he ought to 
giTe the preference to a central battalion. ' 
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Abtious n. 

To halt the line, and to align it. 

468. 1^6 lii^e being in march, and the general 
wishing to halt it, he will command : 
t 
1. Battalions, 

464. This having been repeated, the general 
will add : 

2. Halt. 

465. This having been repeated with the ut- 
most rapidity, the line will halt. The color-rank 
and general guides of each battalion, will halt, 
but remain in front of the line. 

466. The line being halted, and the general 
washing to give it a general alignment, he will 
place himself some paces on the right of the di- 
recting color, in order the better to see the whole 
line, and thence to determine the new direction. 

467. He will next order the color-Uearer and 
the left general guide of this battalion to face to 
him, when he will place them on the direction 
he shall have chosen ; the right general guide will 
face to the left, and align himself on the color- 
bearer and the left general guide of the same bat- 
talion ; the lieutenant-colonel will assure him on 
this direction, and the two corporals of the color- 
rank will fall back into their places in the lin^ 
of battle. 

468. The basis of alignment being thus as- 
sured, the general will command : 
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1. Colors and general guides on the line. 

469. This having been repeated, the color- 
bearers and general guides of all the battalions 
will face to the color of the directing battalion : 
those of the next battalion to the right and le% 
respectively, will align themselves correctly on 
the color and genera] guides of that battalion ; 
those of the other battalion will align themselves 
on the colors ; the lieutenant-colonel and senior 
major of each battalion, will promptly assure th© 
eolof-bearer and general guides of tl^eir battal- 
ions on the new direction : all the bearers will 
carry their colors perpendicularly between their 
eyes, and the corporals of their rank will fall 
back into their places in line. 

470. These arrangements being made, the gen- 
eral will add : 

2. Guides on the line, 

471. This having been repeated, it will be exe- 
cuted in conformity with what is prescribed in 
the S. B,y No. 706 and following; and as soon as 
the guides are assured on the line^ each colonel 
will cause his battalion to be aligned upon its 
centre without regulating itself on the other bat- 
talions. 

472. AH the battalions being aligned, the gen- 
eral will command : 

8. OoloTs and guides — ^Posts. 

473. If the new direction should throw one or 
vol. in.— 9 r- I 
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more battalions baok from the position oconpied 
at halting, each colonel of these battalions, as 
soon as he perceives the necessity bjr the direc- 
tion of the colors, will face his battalion abont, 
march it to the rear, and then face it about when 
it has passed the new direction. 

Abtiolb m. 
Change of direction znarohing in line of battle. 

474. A (deployed line, marching in the order 
in battle, when the general shall wish to cause it 
to change direction, so as to throw forward a 
wing, the movement will be executed as follows. 

476- If the left wing be the one intended to 
be thrown forward, the general will go to the 
right battalion, and place before it, on the new 
direction he may wish to give to the line of bat- 
tle, two markers, distant from each other fifty or 
sixty paces, the first marker at the paint d'appui 
for the right of the line ; the markers being es- 
tablished, he will cause the line to be prolonged 
by mounted ofiicers. 

476. These dispositions made, the general will 
command : 

1. Change direction to the right, 2. Maboh (or 
double quick — ^Maboh). 

477. At the command marehj briskly repeated, 
the movement will commence: each battalion 
will change direction according to the principles 
prescribed in the 8. B,, No. 718 and following : 
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the right battalion will wheel nntil it is parallel 
to the new line of battle ; its colonel will then 
direct it forward, halt it fonr paces within the 
markers, and command: 1. Cciar and general 
guides — On thb Lnars. 

478. The color-bearer and general gcddes will 
face to the general placed on the right of the 
line, who will then establish them on the new 
direction ; which being executed, the colonel will 
add: 2. Guidei^-OiXTEs'LrsiL 8. On the cen- 
tre — ^Dbess. 

479. As each battalion has sufficiently disen- 
gaged itself by wheeling, its colonel will add : 
Foneard — ^Maboh ; at this, the battalion will re- 
sume the direct march. 

480< The colonel of the second battalion will 
so direct it as to cause it to arrive parallelly to 
the new line ; and to this end, he will cause it 
to execute successively slight changes of direc- 
tion in proportion as it advances toward the 
.line. 

481. Its lieutenant-colonel will, in advan<^ 
place himself on the line, and establish upon it 
two markers, as indicated No. 476. 

482. The colonel of the second having halted 
his battalion at four paces from the new line, 
will command : 1. Color and general guides — Oir 

THB LiNB. 

483. At this, the color-bearer and two general 
guides of the second battalion will face to the 
right, and promptly place themselves on the line 
of battle. The senior-migor, from the rear of 
the left general guide, will align them correctly 
on those of the nrst battalion ; which being exe- 
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cated, the colonel will add : 2. Ouidet — Ok thb 
Line ; 3. On the centre-^I>BES3. 

494. Each of the remaining battalions will 
conform itself to what is just prescribed for the 
second. 

485. The lieutenant-colonel of each battalion 
win precede it on the line, by abont one hundred 
paces, and conform himself to what is prescribed 
for the lieutenant-colonel of the second. 

486. The general, or the officer whom he may 
substitute, placed on the right of the line, will 
take care that the colors of the first two battal- 
ions are correctly assured on the new direction : 
and when the last battalion is established on the 
line, he will command : 

3. Colore — ^PosTS. 

487. Changes of direction to the left, in order 
to throw forward the right wing, will be exe- 
cuted according to the same principles and bj*. 
inverse meaijs. 

BKMABKiS ON CHANGES OF DIBEOTION MABOHINa 
IN LINE OF BATTLE. 

488. The means prescribed for changing the 
direction of a line marching in the order in bat- 
tle, whether to throw forward, or to refuse one 
of its wings, give the facility of establishing a 
line on any direction that may be deemed best, 
without breaking the battalions into subdivis- 
ions. 

489. The battalions marching in echelonB, are 
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reciprocally protected: and if, before the end 
of tlie movement, it should become necessary 
to re-form the line, the battalions not yet on 
the new direction, say the third and foarth, 
inclusive, may form themselves into a full line, 
by an opposite change of direction to the one 
they were engaged in executing. This line 
would form an angle with the first already estab* 
liahed on the new directioa. 

Abtiolb rv. 

To retreat in line of battle. 

490. The line being halted, when the general 
shall wish to cause it to march in retreat, he wiU 
command: 

1. Face to the rear. 

491. This having been repeated, each colonel 
will command: Battalion ahout — ^Faob; when 
the line will face about, each battalion conform-r 
ing itself to what is prescribed in the S, B.^ No. 
731. 

492. The general will then add: 

2. The ( — ) the battalion of direction, 

493. At this, the colonels and lieutenant-oolo- 
nelfl will conform themselves, within their re- 
spective battalions, to what is indicated in the 
A B., No. T88; and the colonel of the directing 
battalion will cause markers to be established as 
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prescribed No. 784 of the same sobool. Tbese 
dispositions being made, the general will add: 

S. Battdli4yM, forward. 

494. This haying been repeated, the color- 
rank, the general guides of each battalion, the 
captains, coyering sergeants, and file closers, will 
conform themselves to what is prescribed in the 
3, B, The general will then command : 

4. Maboh (or double qmch — Maboh). 

495. The line will march in retreat according 
to the principles prescribed for adyaneing in line 
(tf battie. 

Abticlx V. 

To halt the line marehinsr in retreat, and to 
align it. 

496. A deployed line, marching' in retreat, 
will be halted by the same commands as a line 
marching in advance; and when the general 
•hall widi to re-face it, he will command : 

1. Face to the/ront 

497. This having been repeated, each col<Hiel 
will command: Battaiiony about — ^Faob; when 
the line will face about, each battalion conform- 
ibg itself to what is prescribed in the S. B.. No. 
T46. 
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Abtiolx VI. 
Change of direction in marching in retreat. 

498. A deployed line, marching in retreat, if 
the general wish to cause it to change direction 
in order to refuse the one of other wing, he will 
cause the movement to he executed as follows : 

499. It will be supposed that it is the left wing, 
become the right, that the general wishes to re- 
fuse; he will pass to the right battalion, now 
the left, and establish two markers before it on 
the new direction which he may wish to give to 
the line, in the manner prescribed for changing 
direction in marching in advance ; he will then 
compaand : 

1. Change direction to the left, 

500. This having been repeated, the general 
wiUadd: 

2. yS.ASLCB. {oT dovhle quick — ^Maboh). 

501. This briskly repeated, every battalion will 
commence its change of direction according to 
the principles prescribed in the S. B., No. 751. 

502. The first battalion will wheel until it find 
itself parallel to the markers; the colonel will 
then march it forward, cause it to cross the line 
of battle, and when the front rank, now in the 
rear, shall have passed four paces beyond this 
line, he will halt the battalion, face it about, and 
establish it on the line by the commands and means 
indicated Nos. 482-3. 
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603. The colonel of each of the other battalions 
will direct it toward the line of battle as indica- 
ted Nos. 479-80, so that it may be parallel to this 
line several paces before arriving upon it; the 
colonel will tlien cause the battalion to pass the 
line, and when four .paces beyond it he will halt 
and face the battalion about; he will then estab- 
lish it on the line by the means prescribed' for 
changing direction advancing. 

604. The lieutenant-colonels will conform 
themselves to what is prescribed Nos. 481 and 
485, and the general to what is indicated No. 
486. 

606. Changes of direction to the right, in or- 
der to refuse the right wing, become the left, will 
be executed according to the same principles, and 
by inverse means. 

608. A deployed line on a march will be 
marched in retreat without halting, by the com- 
mands and means prescribed No. 490 and follow- 
ing, observing what follows. Tiie command. 
right about, will be substituted for face to the rear, 
and the second and third commands will be omit- 
ted. 

Abtiolb VII. 

March in line of battle of a line of battalions in 
columns. 

607. The march in line of battle of a deployed 
line, presenting many difficulties, particularly if 
the groun<l be not favorable, it may frequently be 
advantage(»us to ploy each battalion into column, 
and to cause tjib line to march in this order, pre- 

Digfeeaoy Google 



>d by Google 



a<l« Pl.12. 



'A 1 1 ! 



i[ 



:-i li I 



;-^i I 



!l: 



V » . 



5-c 



\ 



agtee445yVjOOQ-L£ . 



XYOLUTIOKS OF A BBIGADB — TlSTt T. 105 

serving between every two battalions the interval 
necessary for deployment. 

508. The general wishing to ploy or to break 
each battalion into colamn doubled on the centra 
or into simple colamn, either by division or by 
company, will command : 

1. Movement hy hattalion, 

609. This having been repeated, the general 
will give the commands of caution prescribed in 
the S. B. for the particular formation into col- 
amn which he may desire to have executed. 

610. These commands having been repeated, 
eaeh colonel will give the preparatory commands 
required for tlie particular movement indicated 
by the general. 

61L The general will then add : 

2. Maboh (or double quick — ^Maboh). 

612. At this, each battalion will ploy itself 
into column in the manner prescribed in the 
school of the battalion. 

613. The line thus formed, will march accord- 
ing to the same principles as a line of battalions 
deployed, but observing what follows. 

Isi. To cause the line of ccHumns to advance. 

614. It will be supposed that each battalion 
has been ployed into double column^ and that the 
general has chosen the third as the directing bat- 
talion : he will go to this battalion, see whether 
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tbe direetion of its guides be perpendloolar to tbe 
line of battle, rectify tbe direction, if neoessarj, 
and tben command : 

1. The third the hattcUion of direetion. 

515. Tbe colonel of eacb subordinate battalion 
baying repeated tbis command, will see wbetber 
bis guides on tbe side of the directing battalion 
be established perpendicularly to tbe line of bat- 
tle ; if not, be will make tbe necessary rectificar 
tion, and tben place bimself thirty paces to the 
rear on the prolongation of those guides ; the 
lieutenant -colonel will place himself alike dis- 
tance in front, and on the same perpendicular. 

516. The colonel of the directing battalion 
will establish in the rear two markers on the pro- 
longation of the guides, as prescribed Ko. 432. 

617. The general will now command : 

2. Battalions^ forward, 

518. This having been repeated, tbe colonel 
of tbe directing battalion and the colonel to bis 
left, will immediately command: Ghtide right, 
and the other colonels, guide Irft. 

519. At this, the right general guide of each 
battalion will place himself six paces in front 
of its headmost guide; be will be assured on 
tbe perpendicular by the lieutenant-colonel, and 
immediately take points on the ground, as pre- 
scribed for the color-bearer, in tbe 3, J?., No. 
661 ; the lieutenant-colonel will then fall back 
to the side of his headmost guide. / 
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890. The chief of each leading diyision will 
take post iti the front rank of his division, on the 
flank opposite to that of direction, and the 
guide who was there will fall hack into the rear 
rank. 

621. The senior mi^or will place himself in 
rear of the guides charged with the direction. 

522. These dispositions heing made, the gen- 
eral will add : 

3. Maboh (or dmble quick — ^Maboh). 

523. At this, repeated with the utmost rapid- 
ity, the line will step off with life. 

624. The right general guide of each hattalion 
will direct his march perpendicularly to the 
front, and the leading guide will follow exactly 
in his trace. 

525. The chief of the leading division will 
maintain himself ahreast with his guide on the 
opposite flank, and see that the march of the 
division he in conformity with the principles 
prescribed in the S, -B., Ko. 667. The other di- 
visions will conform themselves to the rules for 
marching in column. 

526. The lieutenant-colonel and senior mtgor 
will conform themselves to what is prescribed in 
the .9'. jB., Nos. 223-4. 

627. Every colonel, placed on the side of direc- 
tion, wUl superintend the march of his battalion 
in column, and' labor to preserve its interval. 

528. As the directing battalion has to be re- 
garded as infallible by all the others, the general 
will attach himself to it, and with the greatest 
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^care maintain the general guide ^nd gnides of 
this battalion on the perpendicular, according to 
the principles establislled No. 440. 

529. If the direction given to this battalion 
has been badly chosen, the general will promptly 
perceive it by the crowdings and openings among 
the files of the headmost division, according to 
the side to which the guide deviates from the 
perpendicular. Those irregularities, although less 
sensible than they would be in a deployed battal- 
ion, will nevertheless sufficiently show that the 
false direction of the general guide ought to b«' 
promptly corrected. . 

630. Colonels of the subordinate battalions 
wiU look with so much the greater care to the 
preservation of intervals, as a fault committed 
in this respect will not be as promptly perceived 
as in a deployed line. 

531. In every battalion the lieutenant-colonel 
will perform the duty attributed to the senior 
mgyor, in the 8, B.^ No. 671, as often as the colo- 
nel may wish to change the point of direction. 

532. 'The line of battalions in columns being 
in march, when a subordinate battalion encoun- 
ters an obstacle, this battalion will turn it in a 
manner so as to deviate the least from the direc- 
tion it ought to follow, and take the double quick 
step as prescribed in the 8. J9., No. 761, in order 
to return into line as soon as the obstacle is 

Eassed. When again in line, the battalion will 
e careful to re-establish its interval by insensible 
degrees. . 

633. If it be an interior battalion that has to 
execute the passage of an obstacle, the next bat- / 
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talion toward the side of the direction will take 
care to keep a doable interval until the former 
battalion comes again into line. 

RBMABKS ON THB MABOH OF A LINB OF BATTALIOIT 
COLUMNS WITH DEPLOYING INTEBVAL8. 

534. It has been supposed above, that the bat- 
talions of the line were ployed into double col- 
umns ; but the rules just prescribed are equally 
applicable to a line of battalion columns formed 
in any other manner. 

535. When the battalions of the line are in 
simple columns, the directing battalion will take 
the guide to the left or right, according as it may 
have the right or left in front, and the subordi- 
nate battalions will take the guide on the side next 
to the directing battalion. 

536. With the right in front, the right general 
guide in each battalion will be charged with its 
direction; the left general guide in the reverse 
case. 

537. If the battalions be in masses, each colo- 
nel will hold himself, pending the march, at 
thirty paces in the rear of his battalion on the 
prolongation of its guides ; the columns being at 
half distance, each colonel will hold himself on 
the flank of his column on the side of the direc- 
tion. 

2d. To halt the lirte of columns^ ond to dephy it 

538. A line of battalions in oolumns will be 
■ VOL. in. — 10 DigfeeoDy Google 
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halted by jthe same commands as a line ot 
talions deployed. 

539. The line being at a halt, if it be the 
of the general to g^ve a general alignmei 
will conform himself to what is prescribed 
868 and following. 

540. If the battalions be in columns at 
distance, and the general shall wish to d 
them, he will halt the line by these comma- 

1. ColumnSy eUme in nuus, 2. Maboh (or < 
quieh — ^Maboh). 

541. At the command mareh, each bat 
wiU dose np on its leading subdivision. 

542. The line being halted and alignec 
be the wish of the general to deploy the 1 
ions, and they are in doable columns, h 
command : 

1. Deploy columns, 2. Maboh (or double 
— ^Maboh). 

548. If the battalions be in simple col 
the general will, in his first command, des 
tiie subdivision on which each battalion ou 
deploy itself. 

544. In both cases, the movements will 
ecuted, in every battdion, in the manne 
scribed in the school of the battalion. 

545. If the general does not wish to hi 
battalion columns when they close in ma.' 
should he also wish to deploy while on the i 
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the movements will be execated according to the 
piineipies prescnbed in the S, B. 

3c2.' TktUne of columns vnarcking in advainc6t to cauM it 
to change direction, 

546. A line of battalions in colnmns, marching 
to the front, and it being the wish of the general 
to canse it to change direction to the right^ he 
will establish two markers on the new line of 
battle in front of the position to be occupied by 
the right battalion; he will at the same time 
charge two mounted officers to determine sncces- 
sively, in the manner indicated No. 264 and fol- 
lo¥ring, the points at which the other battalions 
ought respectively to arrive ; these disoositions 
m^e, he will command : 

• 
1. Chcmge direction to the right, 2. Mabch 
(or double quick — Maboh). 

647. The first command having been repeated, 
each colonel will cause his battalion to take the 
guide to the right, if that be not already the di- 
recting flank; at the same time the chief of the 
leading division in each battalion will place him- 
self before the centre of his division, and the gen- 
eral guide, charged with the direction, will retire. 
If the columns be closed in mass, the colonel of 
the first battalion will cause his battalion to take 
the guide to the left. 

6<&. At the command ma/rch^ the colonel ot 
the right battalion will cause it to changp direc^ 
tion to the right, and then direct it against the 
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tiro markers i»laced by the general; when ito 
leading division is at three paces from the mark- 
ers, the colonel will halt the battalion; if the rear 
divisions have not yet entered the new direction, 
their chiefs will promptly bring them into it, and 
as soon as they are established on it the colonel 
will align the battahon by the right! 

549. Each of the other colonels will direct his 
battalion toward the new line of battle, so that 
its leading division may be, when at a distance 
^ual to the depth of a column, parallel to that 
line; to this end, the colonel will canse the guides 
of this division to advance, insensibly and suc- 
cessively, the left shoulder ; and when this guide 
has arrived at three paces from the line of battle, 
the colonel will halt the battalion, and cause it to 
be aligned by the right. 

550. At the beginning of the movement, the 
lieutenant- colonel of the second battalion will 
place himself on the line of battle, and replace 
the mounted officer whom the general had sent 

. thither ; he will immediately establish two mark- 
ers for the head of his battalion, the first at de- 
ploying distance from the battalion to the right, 
and the second at division distance from the first: 
the lieutenant-colonel of each of the other bat- 
talions will place himself in like manner on the 
line of battle, when the head of his battalion is 
at a hundred paces from this line. 

551. Tiie last battalion column being established 
on the line, the general will command: 

8. Ouide$--ToBts. 
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552. Changes of direction to the left will be 
ezecnted according to the same principles and hj 
inverse means. 

563. If the general shall wish to cause the 
columns to deploy, he will give the order to that 
effect to the colonels, who will cause their bat 
talions to close up in halting, and then deploy 
them. 

4tih, To cause the Zine of columns to march in rebreaJL 

554- A line of battalions, in column^ being 
halted, when the general shall wish to cause it to 
march in retreat, be will command : 

1. Face by the rear rank, 

555* This having been repeated, each battal- 
ion will face by the rear rank ; the chief of the 
last division of each battalion will place himself 
in the rear rank, become the front on the side 
opposite to that of tiie direction ; the chief of 
each first division will take his place in the col- 
umn. 

556- The line being thus faced by the rear 
rank, it will be put in march by the same com- 
mands and means as a line of battalions in col- 
umns faced by tlie front rank, observing to estab- 
lish markers before the directing battalion, ao- 
oordtng to the principles prescribed in the S. J?., 
No. 784. 

557. The line marching in retreat will conform 
itself to the principles prescribed for a line of bat- 
talions in columns marching in advance. 
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6^ 3b fioUth^HM of oolwrms marching in retrwt^ and 
to align ii, 

558, The line marching in retreat will be baited 
by the same commands as if it were marching io 
advance ; and when the general shall wish to £eu» 
it about, he will command: 

1. Face hy the front rank. 

' 559. This having been repeated, each battal- 
ion will be faced bj the front rank; the chief 
of the nrst division in each will retake his place 
in line, and the chief of each last division his in 
colamn. 

Bth. The line of comnna marclmg in retreai, to cause U 
io change direction. 

560* The line, marching in retreat, will change 
direction by the same commands and means as if 
it marched by the front rank, observing what 
/oUows. 

661. The two markers established by the gen- 
erd before the position to be occupied at. halting 
by the first battalion, instead of being opposite to 
the right and left files respectively of the leading 
division, will be far enough apart to permit this 
battalion to cross the line of battle between them, 
and the same of the markers established for the 
I'ther battalions. 

562. Each colonel will direct his battalion to- 
ward the line of battle as prescribed for a change 
of direction forward and ao that all its divisions 
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nfiy be paniUel to this liae before pdssitig it; 
when the first division, now in the rear, is three 
paces bejond the line, the colonel will halt the 
battalion and face it hy the front rank ; the guides 
of the first division will place themselves on the 
line between the two markers; and as soon as 
they are assured in their positions by the lieaten-» 
ant-colonel, the colonel will align the battalion by 
the right. 

563. The general, if it be his wish to deploy 
the colnmns, will give a caution to that effect to 
the colonels, who, in halting, will each cause his 
battalion to close up on its leading division as 
soon as the latter has passed the line of battle by 
a distance equal to the depth of the column and 
three paces more ; he will then face the battalion 
by the front rank and deploy it. 

664. The line of battalion columns, in maroh, 
can be marched in retreat without halting, as 
prescribed No. 385. The colonel of each bat« 
talion will see that his interval is maintained. 

IffL To dose the interval of a line of columns, 

665« The line of columns, either simple or 
double, being at a halt, if the general should 
wish to close the intervals between them to 
twenty-two paces, on any battalion, say the thirds 
he will cause two markers to be placed in front 
of that battalion, as indicated No. 411. 

566. These dispositions being made, the gen- 
eral will command : 

1. On the third battalion ehae intervaia. % 
MABoa (or d(mbl6 quieh^-MjLaau), 
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567. At the first command, the colonel of tile 
third wiU caution his battalion to stand fast : the 
colonels of the first two battalions will com- 
mand : 1. Left face. 2. Battalion forward^ 
guide right. The colonel of the fourth will com- 
mand: 1. Right face. 2. Battalion forfoard^ 
guide left. 

568. At the command march^ briskly repeated, 
the colonel of the third will establish his battal- 
ion as prescribed No. 295, the others will march 
their battalions straight-forward, and having 
closed the interval which should separate them 
from the battalion on their left or right respeo- 
tively, to twenty-two paces, will each halt his 
battalion, face it to the front, and dress it on the 
markers established by the lieutenant-colonels. 

569. The lieutenant-colonels of the battalions, 
ether than the third, will execute what is pre- 
scribed No. 416. 

570. The movement being ended, the general 
will command : 

3. Guides — ^Posts. 

571. These battalions may again be made to 
resume their positions in line of battle, with de- 
ploying intervals, by the commands and means 
prescribed No. 411 and following. 

572. A line of battalions in mass, can be 
closed or opened while on a march, by the com- 
mands and means prescribed No. 565 and follow- 
ing, and No. 411 and following, observing what 
follows. The line will not be marked in advance, 
and the colonels on the right and lefb of the di- 
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'Motmg battalion, wiU establbh their battaHooB 
at the proper intervals, bj canaing them to 
oblique to Ihe right or left, as the case mej be. 



ASTIOLB VIIL 

March in line of battle» of a line of deployed 
battalions, by the flanks of companies. 

673. A line of deployed battalions, either at a 
halt or in march, will advance or retire by the 
flanks of companies, by the commands prescribed, 
and according' to the means indicated Ko. 507 
and following. 

674. The line thns formed, either at a halt or 
on a march, advancing or retiring, will be re- 
formed by the commands prescribed in the S, A, 
No. 160 and following, and means indicated No. 
507 and following, of these evolutions. 

Abticle IX. 

March in line of battle, of a line of battalions 
formed in division columns. 

. 675* A deployed line, either in a halt or on the 
march, will advance or retire, in division columns 
by the commands and means indicated No. 507 
and following. 

676. Double columns will be formed from the 
division columns, and reciprocally, as prescribed 
in the school of the battalion. The division 
columns will deploy, as prescribed in the same 
BchooL 
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vmaak-uwtt (yg THS DISPOSITIOK OV TUX ABXILLBBT 
WITH UNB8 OF BATTLB. 

677. I^ the maroh is in line, without the active 
sphere of battle, the brigade battery will follow 
the moYement in its place; but if a position is 
to be attacked, the batterj will cover the march 
of the troops, engage the enemy, and prepare for 
the attack. 

Abtiolb X. 

To p«M a defile in front.. 

576. A deployed line encountering, in advanc- 
ing, a defile which it has to pass, will execute 
the movement as follows : 

579. It will be supposed that the defile is op- 
posite to the interval between the second and 
third battalions, and that its width is sufficient 
to give passage to the front of a company : the 
general, scieing that the line has arrived near the 
defile, will halt it, and command : 

1. To pofs d^le in JHnt^ hy the right of the 
third battalion. 2. By platoon^ left and right, 
into column. 

580. These commands having been repeated, ' 
the colonels of the first two battalions wUl each 
eommand : By platoon, Itft wheels and the other 
fi^OTk^: By plaUnmy right wheel. 

5n. The general will then add : 

8. Maboh (or dofible quieh—J^ABxm^ 
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68S. At this, briskly repeated, the battalions 
will break by platoon to the left or right. 

583.* The battalions having broken, the general 
will canse two markers to be placed at the points 
aronnd which the two columns ought to tnm in 
order to enter the defile; the markers will be 
posted a little more than the front.of a company 
apart The general will then command : 

4. Column^ forward, 

584. This haying been repeated, each colonel, 
whose battalion has broken to the left, will com- 
mand: Guide rights and each whose battalion 
has broken to the right, guide left. The general 
will now add : 

5. Maboh (or double quieh — ^Maboh). 

685. At this command, briskly r^eated, the 
two colnnms will march to meet each other, and 
when the two leading platoons have arrived op- 
posite to the respective markers, they will torn one 
to the right, and the other to the left, in order to 
anite in the defile ; at the moment of union, they 
will take, by command of their respective chiefs, 
the platoon on the right, the guide to the left, 
and the left platoon, the guide to the right. 

586. The two united platoons will march side 
by. side, each regulating itself on the two guides 
placed elbow, to elbow between them : these 
guides will direct themselves by the defile. - 

587. The two next platoons, and, successively, 
all the others, will conform themselves to what 
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has just been prescribed for the two leading pla- 
toons on corning up with the markers placed be- 
fore the entrance of the defile. If there is an 
■ odd battalion, it will form in simple column by 
company, behind the column nearest to it. 

588. ^he united platoons will pass the defile 
in the cadenced pace, and with ranks closed, 
each regulating itself on the two guides placed 
in the centre, who will march elbow to elbow 
exactly in the traces of, and at platoon distance 
from, the guides who immediately precede them. 

589. In proportion as the two columns issae 
from the defile, each captain will re-form his 
company as follows : in the right column, the 
first platoon, which is in rear of the second of 
the same company*, will oblique to the right until 
it find itself unmasked, and then march forward : 
in the left column, it will be the second platoon 
of each company, which will oblique to the left, 
and then march up abreast with its first. 

590. If it be the wish of the general, after 
-passing the defile, to re-form the Une, he will, im- 
mediately after passing, place himself in advance 
at the distance to which he may wish to estab- 
lish the line of battle, and place two markers on 
this line for the head of the right column, and 
the two others for the head of the left, leaving 
the interval of twenty-two paces between the 
two columns. ' 

591. The head of the column having passed 
the defile, the general will order the colonels of 
the second and third battalions to direct them 
respectively on the markers which he has estab- 
lished ; and when the leading subdivision of each 
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o{ these battalions has arriyed at three paces 
from the line of battle, each colonel will cause 
his battalion to close in mass in halting, and de* 
ploy their battalions, the second on its last, and 
the third on its first subdivision. 

592. The colonels of the first and fonrth wiU 
each, as the head of his battalion issues from the 
defile, cause it to change direction, the first to 
the right, and the fourth to the left, and then 
direct it perpendicularly toward tl^e line of bat- 
tle, the first at twenty-two paces from the right 
of the second, and the fourth the same distance 
from the left of the third. In halting, at three 
|>aces from that line, each battalion will be closed 
in mass on its leading company, and will then be 
deployed, the first on its last, and the fourth on 
its first subdivision. 

593. If, instead of re-establishing the line, as 
in the preceding example, it be the wish of the 
general to rest one of the wings, say the right, 
at the defile, he will cause both columns to take 
the guide to the right, and halt them the instant 
that the first company of the first battalion in 
the right column issues from the defile : this col- 
umn, composed of the first and second battalions, 
will then be formed to the right, and the left 
column, composed of the third and fourth bat- 
talions, will close to half distance in marching, 
and form on the right into line of battle. 

594. If it be the left wing that is to rest at the 
defile, the line may be formed according to the 
same principles, and by inverse means. 
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OSr THS PASSAGE OF DBFILBS IN ADTAZTO- 
ING. 

596. The two colnmns being formed by pla- 
toon, if the defile should widen sufficiently, com- 
panies may be formed in each column without 
waiting till the head has issued &om the defile. 

596. When a sudden narrowing of the defile 
shall oblige the chiefs of platoon to break off, f(Nr 
the moment, one or two files to the rear, this 
diminution of front, as an exception to the rule 
established in the S. (?., Ifo. 810, will be made 
from the side opposite to the guide. 

697. If the defile be of sufficient width to re- 
ceive the front of a division, the general, instead 
of causing the line to break by platoon, wiU 
cause it to break by company ; but, in this case, 
ihe company that is to lead in «ach column, in- 
stead of wheeling, will march forward twice the 
extent of its front ; and when the columns are 
put in movement, these companies will close upon 
£ach other, marching by the flank, in order to 
unite at the entrance of the defile. 

598. If the defile be not of sufficient width to 
receive the front of a company, it will be passed 
in simple column by platoon, right or left in 
front. 

599. The passage of defiles to the front will 
always be executed by the subdivision of the 
right, or that of the left of a battalion ; and when 
the defile happens not to be exactly opposite to an 
interval between two battalions, the leading sub- 
divisions, after uniting, will direct themselves 
diagonally toward the entrance of the defile. 
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BBM ABKB OK THE DI8PO0ITIOK 07 THE 0OMPANIB8 
OF BKIBiaBHBBS IN PASSING A DSFILB TO THB 
FBONT. 

0-^00. GreneraUyt the skirmishers of each bat- 
talion will precede their battalion companies ia 
passing a defile to the front. In this case, the 
companies of skirmishers of each battalion, under 
the command of the junior major, will pass the 
defile either by file, platoon or company front, as 
the width may admit, those of the battalions near* 
est the defile passing first. 
0^601. Ifi however, the skirmishers are required 
to pass the defile with their battalions, the first 
company of each battalion will be posted in front 
or rear of its first battalion company, closed op 
on that company, and with a platocm or company 
front, as the column may be formed by platoon 
or company. The second company of skirmish* 
ers will be posted in like manner in front or rear 
of the last battalion company. 

RKSCABKS ON THE PASSAGE OP THE DEFILE IN FRONT 
BY THE SKOOND LINE. 

602. If the formation is in two lines, while the 
first line is passing the defile the general will canse 
each battalion of the second line to forni by com- 
pany or platoon, according to the manner in which 
tiie first line may have broken. After the first 
fine has passed the defile, the corresponding bat- 
talions of the second will pass in a similar man* 
ner. 
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Aktiole XI. 
To pass a defile in retreat. 

603. ^h® liii® marching in retreat, and en^ 
oonntering a defile which it has to pass, the gen- 
eral will cause a halt, and face the line to the 
front ^ 

604. It will be supposed that the defile is oppo- 
site to the interval between the two centre bat- 
talions, and its width sufficient to give passage to 
the front of a company. The general will cause 
two markers to be placed at fifteen or twenty paces 
behind the file closers,, in front of the defile, and 
at a little more than company distance apart, in 
order to indicate to the two columns the points 
around which they ought to change direction to 
enter the defile : which being executed, he will 
command : 

To the rear^ hy the wings, pass the d^le* 

605. This having been repeated, the colonel of 
the right battalion of the line will command : to 
the rear, hy the right Jlanh, pass the defile ; and 
the colonel of the left battalion, to the rear, hy the 
le/tfianh, pass the defile, 

606. The two battalions of the wings will im- 
mediately commence tlie movement in contbrmity 
with what" is prescribed in the S, B., No. 790 ana 
following; and when the leading platoon of each 
column has arrived opposite to the marker placed 
at the point for changing direction, these two 
platoons will turn at the same time, one to the 
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left and the other to the right, in order to nnite 
in the defile. To this end, if the head of one of 
the columns arrive before the other, it will wail 
for the head of the corresponding battalion before 
turning. As soon as the two platoons nnite, thej 
will take, by command of their respective chiefs — 
the platoon, now on the left, tlie guide to the right, 
and the other the guide to the left ; the remain- 
ing platoons of tliese two battalions will succes- 
sively conform themselves to what has just been 
prescribed for those of the head, and the two col- 
umns will thus march together according to the 
principles indicated No. 586 and following, for 
the passage of a defile in front. 

60X The other battalions will successively ex- 
ecute the same movement; the colonel of each will 
give one of the commands prescribed No. 605, 
according as his battalion has to pass the defile 
by the right or left fiank, and so that its leading 
platoon may follow at the desired distance, the 
rearmost platoon of the battalion immediately 
preceding ; the battalions will enter the defile side 
by side, as prescribed for the two battalions of 
the wings. 

608. If the defile become of sufficient width to 
give passage to a division marching by the front, 
each captain, as his platoons successively enter 
the enlarged width, will cause them to form 
company according to the principles prescril>ed 
No. 589 ; otherwise, this movement will only be 
executed as each company issues from the defile. 

609. If it be the wish of the general, after 
passing, to re-form line facing to the defile, be 
will go either to the point at which he may wish 

11* r- I 
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the. left of the first battalion to rest, or to the 
point at which he may wish the right of the fonrth, 
or last battalion to rest, and determine the direc- 
tion of the new line of battle by establishing two 
markers, distance from each otiier a little more 
than the front of a subdivision; he will then 
cause the line to be prolonged to the left and 
rigbt by mounted officers. 

' 610. As each battalion clears the defile, it wiB 
break from the column, and be directed toward 
the poiot at which it should cross the line of 
battle. 

611. Each battalion will close in mass while 
marching, and be so directed as to arriye on a 
square with the line, and when four paces beyond 
it, will be halted by the colonel, countermarched, 
and deployed, the first and second battalions on 
their last, and the third and fourth battalions on 
their first subdivisions. 

612. The lieutenant-colonel of each battalion 
will precede it, as prescribed in No. 269, and es- 
tablish two markers, the first at deploying dis- 
tance, and twenty-two paces from the one on his 
right or left, as the formation is on the left or 
right, the second a little more than subdivision 
distance from the first. 

613. The defile, in the preceding example, has 
been supposed to be behind the centre of the line 
eomposed of an even number of battalions ; bat 
it may frequently be otherwise. For instance : 
it may be that there are three battalions on the 
right, and only one on the left side of the defile. 
In this case the general would first send an order 
to the* colonels of the first and second battalions 
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to pass the defile in simple eolimm in adyaaoe, 
and then seizing the proper time, give the oom- 
« mand indicated No. 604, so that there ma j be no 
kiterruption in the movement. So, if the lin« 
present an odd number of battalions, a similar 
course would be pursued in respect to the odd 
battalion on the right or left of the defile. 

614. When the defile happens to be behind the 
right or left battalion of the line, the general will 
cause it to pass by a single wing ; to tiiis end, he 
will substitute, in his command, the indication 
hy the left wing or hy the right wingy for that of 
lyy the winga. The movement will commence by 
the wing farthest from the defile, so that the 
battalion opposite to it may be the last to enter. 

SXMASKS ON THE DISPOSITION OF THB BKIBMISHSnS 
IN PASSING THB DEFILE IN BBTBEAT. 

0-615. If it is not the intention of the general to 
open the fire of the line before passing the defile 
in retreat, the skirmishers will generally cover 
the retreat, and liot pass until the line has passed. 
If, on the contrary, the general intends to open 
tiie fire of the line, the skirmishers will generally 
pass the defile previous to tl\e line, those of the 
battalions near the defile passing first. 

BKMARK ON THE PASSING OF THE DEFILE IN BB- 
TBEAT BT THB SECOND LINE. 

616. If the formation is in two lines, the general 
will, according to the width of the defile, and |h:^ 
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▼ions to passing the defile hj the first line, cause 
each battalion of the second line to take the 
formation indicated No. 602. The battalions 
will then countermarch, and pass the defile pre* 
vious to the first line, and as prescribed in the 
•ame paragraph. 

BBMABKS ON THE DISPOSITION OF THE ABTILLSBT 
IN PASSING DEFILE IN FBONT, OB IN BBTBBAT. 

617. In passing the defile to the front, the bat- 
tery will habitually follow immediately after the 
first two battalion columns that pass. . 

618. In passing defile in retreat, should a stand 
be made by the line at its entrance, the battery, 
or a portion of it, will generally take a position 
to assist in sustaining the line, and will pass the 
defile immediately in front of the two last bat- 
talion columns. In case it is not intended that 
the line should make a stand, the battery will 
generally pass the defile in front of the battalion 
columns. The disposition of the battery must, 
however, depend greatly upon circumstances. 

Article XII. 

Ohanges of front. 

Perpendicular ehanges affront. 

\st. Change of front forward. 

619. t^he line being deployed, and the general 
wiping to cause it to change front on the right, 
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he will first determine the direction of the new 
line of battle, cause two markers to be placed on 
it before the position to be occupied by the right 
company, first battalion, and immediately cause 
this company to be •established against those 
markers ; he will at the same time charge two 
mounted officers to determine successively th& 
points on the line at which the subordinate bat- 
talions ought respectively to arrive, as indicated 
!No. 265 and following. He will then com- 
mand: 

1. Ohcmge front /orwardy on the first battalion, 

620. This having been repeated, the colonel 
of the first will immediately cause his battalion 
to ezecnte a change of front forwaird, as pre- 
scribed in the S, 5., No. 832 and following. 

621. Each of the other colonels will cause his 
battalion to ploy into double column, at company 
distance; which being executed, he will com- 
mand: 1. Column fortoa/rd; 2. Ghiide right, 

622. These dispositions being made, the gen- 
erfd will add : 

2. Maboh (or double quick — March). 

623. At this, briskly repeated, the subordi- 
nate battalions will put themselves in movement 
toward the line of battle ; the leading guides of 
each, advancing the left shoulder, will so direet 
himself that, on arriving at a point opposite- to 
the right marker, placed in advance by the lieu- 
tenant-colonel, he may find himself at a di8tance>' 
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fh>in the line of battle equal to the depth of the 
oolamn. 

624. The head of each battalion having aniy- 
ed at this point will tnrn to the right, in order to 
march perpendicularly up to the line of battle, 
and when at three paces from this line, its colo- 
nel will cause the column to close in mass, and 
to deploy. 

625. Each colonel will hold himself on the 
side of the direction, abreast with the leading 
division of his battalion, pending its march tow- 
ard the line of battle. 

626. The lieutenant-colonels will place them- 
selves in advance on the line, as prescribed No. 
550, for changes of direction of a line of battal- 
ions in columns. 

627. The line being formed, the general will 
command: 

8. Color$ — ^PosTs. 

628. A' line will change front fSorward on its 
left, according to the same principles and by in- 
verse means. 

2d. Change of front to the rear. 

629. To change front to the rear, on the right 
of the line, the general will cause the right com- 
pany, first battalion, to be established on the new 
direction, and place two markers before thia 
' company, as prescribed in the S. B,^ No. 852, he 
.will then command : 

1. Chcmge front to the roar^ on thefirat battalion* 

Digitized by Google 



sTOLunoirs ov jl bbigads — ^pabt t. 181 

630. This having been repeated, the colonel 
of the first will immediately cause his battalion 
to execute a change of front to the rear, as pre- 
scribed in the S, B,^ Ko. 854 and following. 

631. Each of the other colonels will cause his 
battalion to ploy into double column at company 
distance, face it by the rear rank, and then com- 
mand: 1. Column^ forward ; 2. Guide left, 

632. These dispositions being made, the gen- 
eral will add: 

2. Maroh (or double quick — ^Maroh). 

633. This having been briskly repeated, the 
subordinate battalions will put themselves in 
movement toward the line of battle ; the leading 
guide advancing the right shoulder, will direct 
himself as prescribed No. 623. 

634. The leading division of each battalion 
having arrived at a point opposite to the mark- 
ers, will turn to the left in order to march up 
perpendicularly to the line of battle, then cross 
this line between the two markers placed in ad- 
vance by the lieutenant-colonel ; and when the 
head of the battalion has passed the line a dis- 
tance equal to its depth closed, and three paces 
more, the colonel will cause the column to close 
in mass, to face by the front rank, and to deploy. 

635. The lieutenant-colonels will place them^ 
selves in advance on the line of battle, and es- 
tablish upon it the two markers as prescribed 
No. 661. 

636. Changes of front to the rear, on the left 
of the line, will be executed according to the 
isame principles and by inverse means. 
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3d. Cen^cU change offrofU, 

637. The general wishing to change front on 
the third battalion, by throwing forward the left 
wing, will cause two markers to be placed on 
the direction he may wish to give to the *new 
line before the position to be occupied by the 
right company of that battalion, and then cause 
this cosipany to be established against the mark- 
ers ; he will, at the same time, order the cdonel 
of the second to have the left company of his 
battalion conducted to and established on the 
tNune alignment,' at twenty-two paces from the 
right of the third battalion. 

638. These dispositions being made, the gen^ 
era! will command : 

1. Change front on the third battalion^ left wing 
forward. 2. Maboh (or double quich — Mabch). 

639. The colonel of the third will immediate- 
ly cause his battalion to execute a change of 
front forward on its right company, and the col- 
onel of the second a change of front to the rear 
on the left company of his battalion. 

640. The battalion to the left of the third 
will execute its moyement as prescribed for the 
subordinate battalions in changes of front for-' 
ward on the right of the line, and the battcdion 
to the right of the second will execute its move- 
ment as indicated for changes of front to the ' 
rear on the left battalion. 

641. The general wishing to throw the right 
wing forward, instead of the left, will take, a8 
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the basis of alignment, the left company of the 
second battalion, and command : 

1. Change fr<mt on the second battalion, right 
y>ing forward. 2. Maboh (or double quieh-^ 
Maboh. 

642. The second and the battalion to its right 
will execute a change of front forward, on the 
left of the second battalion. 

643. The third and the battalion to its left, 
will execute a change of front to the rear, on the 
right of the third battalion. 

Obliciae changes of IVont. 

644. Oblique changes of front will be executed 
according to the same principles as the perpen- 
dicular changes, but observing what follows : 

645. The directing battalion will conform it- 
self to what is prescribed in the 8. B,, No. 872 ; 
the subordinate battalions, after being ployed 
into double columns, will be directed toward 
the new line of battle by the means indicated, 
No. 549 or No. 562, according. as their change 
of front may be forward or to the rear. 

646. If the line is in march, the changes of 
front will be executed by the commands and 
means prescribed No. 619 and following, and by 
the principles indicated .No. 844 and following, 
and 872 and following, 8, B. If the change 1^ 
central, the battalions which should retire will 
halt at the commencement of the movement. 
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BBMABK ON OHANGES OF FBONT. 

647. In changes of front, the general will al- 
ways take the right or left company of one of 
the battalions as the basis of the movement. 

Changes of front of two lines. 

648. If the formation is in two lines, the first 
will always execute its movements as if it were 
alone. The battalions of the second line, con- 
ducted by their colonels, will move to their 
proper posts, taking care to preserve their rela- 
tive positions with the corresponding battalions 
of the first line. 

Abtiole XIII. 
Order in echelon. 

649. Echelons may be formed parallelly, or 
obliquely to the line of battle, either by the right 
or left of the line, and by battalion, or by two 
battalions, as will be explained. 

Birect 'echelons in adranoins. 

650. The general wishing to form direct eche- 
lons by the right and by two battalions, will 
command : 

1. Echelons hy two battaliont^ at (bo m&Tij)paeea. 
2. Forward^ by the right, form eeheloM. 

66L These commands having been repeated. 
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the ranking chief of battalion of the two right 
battalions will put them in march by the com- 
mands and means indicated No. 430 and follow- 
ing, for marching a line in the order in battle, 
and take the first as the directing battalion. 

652- The right battalion of the first echelon 
becoming thns the regulator of the march of 
both the echelons, the general, if. he think it 
necessary, will cause markers to be placed be- 
hind this battalion in order to assure its direc- 
tion. 

653. The second echelon will, in succession, 
put itself in march, observing to maintain be- 
tween itself and the preceding echelon the num- 
ber of paces prescribed in the first command ; 
its commander will cause that number of paces, 
taken by the preceding echelon, to be counted, 
before putting his own in march. 

654. In the subordinate echelon, a file closer, 
designated in advance, will place himself in rear 
of and opposite to the left file of the preceding 
echelon. This file closer will march exactly in 
the trace of that file and abreast with his own 
battalion ; by this means, the chief of the right 
battalion in the subordinate^ echelon will always 
be able to maintain the>inVerval between his own 
battalion and that on the left of the preceding 
echelon. 

655. The right battalion in each echelon will 
be charged with preserving the perpendicular 
distance which ought to separate' it from the 
preceding echelon ; the left battalion will march 
abreast with that on its right, l d take care to 
preserve its interval to the right. ^ , 
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658* The echelon being in march, when the 
general shall wish to re-form the line, he will 
give an order to the commander of the first 
echelon to halt it. 

657. The first echelon being halted, the gen- 
eral will determine the direction to be given to 
the line, and the commander of the first echelon 
will establish it on that direction. 

658. The second echelon will continue to 
march; and be successively halted by its chief at 
four paces from the line of battle. 

659. The second echelon being halted, its chief 
will command ; 1. Colors and general guides — 
Oir THE LINE. At this, the colors and general 
guides of each battalion will face to the right, 
and promptly place themselves on the alignment 
of the colors of the first echelon ; which being 
done, the commander of the second will add : 
2. Guides — On the line. Each chief of battal- 
ion, seeing his guides established, will align his 
battalion. 

660. Each chief of echelon will give the 
command, Guides — ^Postb, as soon as his echelon 
is aligned ; but the colors will not fall back into 
their places until the general shall add : Colors 
— ^PosTS, which will l£p given after the estab- 
lishment of the last echelon on the line of bat- 
tle. 

661. If) instead of re-forming the line, it be 
the wish of the general to halt the echelons, he 
will give an order to that effect to the chief of 
the first, and send a caution to the chief of the 
second to halt his echelon in the position where 
it finds itself. 
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668. Echelons by the left will be formed ac- 
cording to the same principles and bj inverse 
means. 

Direct eohelons in retreat. 

663. It being the wish of the general to 
march in retreat by echelon of two battalions 
he will command : 

1. Echelons hy^ two battalions^ at (so many) paeea, 
2. In retreat, by the right, form echelons. 

664. These commands having been repeated, 
the commander of the first echelon will cause it 
to face about, and then put it in march. 

665. The commander of the second echelon 
will cause it to face about, soon enough to be 
able to put it in march the moment it has its 
distance from the first. 

666. The second echelon will throw out a file 
closer in the manner and for the purpose pre- 
scribed No. 654. 

667. The general, wishing to re-form the line, 
will order the commander of the first echelon to 
halt it. 

668. This echelon being halted, its chief will 
face it to the front, and establish it on the direc- 
tion which may be indicated to him. 

669. The second . echelon will continue to 
march, and when at four paces beyond the line 
of battle, its chief will halt it, face it to the front, 
and establish it on the line by the means pre- 
scribed Nos. 659 and 6C0. 

670. Echelons in retreat will be Jormed by 
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the left according to the same principleB and by 
inverse means. 

Obli<lue echelons. 

67L It being intended to form echelons ob- 
liquely to the line of battle, the movement will 
be executed in the following manner. 

672. Say that the movement is to be made by 
the right ; the general will go to tjie right of the 
line, and determine the new direction according 
to his views. 

673. The lieutenant-colonel of the right bat- 
talion will then on an intimation from the gen- 
eral, place himself before and near the right file 
of this battalion ; then face to the left, march 
fifty paces along the front rank, halt, and face 
to his right ; he will next march perpendicularly 
to the front of this battalion, counting his paces ; 
the general placed on the right, will halt him 
the moment he comes between himself and the 
point of direction to the left of the new posi- 
toin, for the purpose of measuring the angle 
formed by the new and old directions. 

674. It will be supposed that the opening of 
this angle is such, that the lieutenant-colonel, 
after marching fifty paces alpng the front of the 
battalion, had to take thirty perpendicularly for- 
ward, to bring himself in a line between the 
general and the point of direction to the left. 

675. The opening of the angle being thus as- 
certained, the chief of the first echelon will im- 
mediately -cause it to change front forward on 
its right company. 
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676. The general will then send an order to the 
other chief of echelon to cause his echelon to 
change front forward to thirty paces on its right 
company. \ 

677. As the subordinate echelon shall have 
changed front, its chief will cause it to take its 
interval from the left of the echelon pn. its right; 
to this end, he will cause it to break to the rear 
into column by company by the left; which 
being executed, he will order the left general 
guide of the left battalion to place himself on 
the prolongation of the right guides a little be- 
yond the point where the left of the echelon 
will rest when in line. 

678. The general guide being correctly estab- 
lished, the chief of the echelon will put the col- 
umn in marchln order to prolong it on its line 
of battle ; the leading guide will direct himself, 
on the general guide, and when the right com- 
pany, now in the rear, shall have passed twenty- 
two paces beyond the left of the echelon on its 
right, the chief of the echelon, in column, will 
halt it, and form it to the right into line of battle. 

679. Tiie echelons being thus formed, the gen- 
eral will order the chief of the first echelon to 
put it in march ; the other chief of echelon will 
put his echelon in march as soon as he sees the 
preceding one in movement. 

680. The echelons thus disposed will march, be 
halted, or re-formed into line, according to the 
principles prescribed No. 650^ add following, for 
direct echelons. 

681. Echelons will be formed obliquely by the 
left according to the same principles and by in- 
verse means. 
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BBMABKS ON THE OBDSB IN XOHELON. 

682. The distance between echelons cannot be 
fixed, the number of paces necessarily depending 
on the views of the general ; but it ought to be 
such as to allow the battalion or battalions in the 
echelons. to be formed into squares, without dan- 
ger of their firing into the other echelons. 

683. In the formation of oblique echelons, the 
distance between thera will depend on the extent 
of their fronts and the angle formed by the old 
and new directions; this distance may be either 
too great or too small ; if too great, the general, 
before putting the echelons in march, will give 
an order to the chief of the subordinate echelon 
to advance, and then halt it at the prescribed dis- 
tance. If, on the contrary, the tlistance be too 
small, the subordinate echelon will only put itself 
in movement when it has the given distance from 
the one next in its front. 

684. In changes of front, for the formation of 
oblique echelons, the angle formed by the old 
and new directions being necessarily acute, the 
subordinate battalion in each echelon will change 
front by the same means as the directing one, in- 
stead of ploying into double column in order to 
march and deploy on the new line. 

686. The line of batttdions, dei>loyed, will ha- 
bitually march in echelons; but if the general 
judge it to be more advantageous, he may ploy 
each battalion into column by division, in rear 
of its first division, if the echelons are formed by 
the right, and in rear of the last division of the 
battalion, if echelons be formed by the left 
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686. When the echelons are composed of bat- 
talions in columns, if the movement be by the 
right, the file closer, who ought to march abreast 
with the directing baUalion of the sabordinate 
echelon, will place himself on the prolongation 
of the right guides of the left battalion in the 
echelon preceding his own, and march exactly 
in the trace of those guides. If the movement 
be made by the left, the file closer will place him- 
self on the prolongation of the left guides of the 
right battalion in the preceding echelon. 

687. If the formation is in two lines, each bat- 
talion of the second line will, in forming echelons, 
preserve its relative position with regard to its 
corresponding one of the first line. In this case, 
echelon by battalion would involve the move- 
ment of two battalions, and echelon by two bat- 
talions of the whole brigade. 



Article XIV. 
To retreat by alternate battalions. 

688. The retreat by alternate battalions, or odd 
and even battalions, will be executed as follows: 

689. The general, intending to execute the re- 
treat by alternate battalions, will give information 
of his purpose to the two next officers in rank, 
who are respectively to command the lines of odd 
and even battalions, and at the same time indicate 
to the one who is to commence the movement the 
position in which he will halt his line. The gen- 
eral will then command : 
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1. Retreat by alternate battalions. 2. Odd (or 
even) battalions^ commence the m^ovement, 

690- These commands having been repeated, 
the officer entitled to command the line of odd 
battalions, and which line it is supposed oaght to 
commence the movement, will command : 

1. Odd battalions^ face to the rear, 

691. This having also been repeated, the chiefs 
of the designated battalions will caase them to 
face about. 

692. The commander of the odd battalions will 
then add : 

2. Ths ( — ) the battalion of direction, 8. Bat- 
talions^ forwa/rd, 4. Maboh (or double quick — 
Maboh). 

693. At the command m^rch^ briskly repeated 
by the chiefs of the odd battalions, these battal- 
ions will commence the march, and direct them- 
selves perpendicularly to the rear. The chief of 
the subordinate battalion will maintain it abreast 
with the directing one in conformity with what 
is prescribed No. 454, and when the line arrives 
at the position indicated by the general, the chief 
of this line will command : 

1. Battalions. 2. Halt. 

694. At the second command the line will halt, 
each chief of battalion will immediately face his 
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battalion -abont, the commander of the line will 
rectify the alignment of the directing battalion, 
the other battalion will be dressed by that, with- 
out constraint, however, as to being absolutely on 
the same general alignment. 

695. As soon as the odd battalions which form 
the second line have faced abont, the chief of the 
first line, of even battalions, will command : 

1. FoM to the rear. 

696. This will l)e executed as prescribed No. 
691 ; the chief of this line will then command : 

2. The ( — )the battalion of direction, 3. Bat- 
talions forward. 4. Maboh (or double quick — 
Maboh). 

697. The first line will march- in retreat by 
the means prescribed No. 693 ; each battalion will 
be directed upon the middle of the corresponding 
interval in the second line, cross this line, and 
march perpendicularly to the rear. When it ar- 
rives at the position indicated by the general, the 
first line will be halted and faced about by the 
commands and means indicated Nos. 698r4. 

698. The second line, become first, will execute 
the same movement, and so on alternately. 

699. The general will superintend both lines, 
and detennine, according to ^e ground, the dis- 
tance he may wish to hare between the lines, and 
the position each onght snccessively to occupy. 
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To re-form the line. 



r 



700. The general/ wishing to re-form the 
will cause the dmins to beat a short roll, c 
bugles to sound the aaaemhly^ after the first 
(title one actually in front) is put in march, w 
roll or sound will be briskly repeated by al. 
drums or bugles of this line. 

701. The battalions of the first line will 
tinue to march, and when they find thems 
exactly in their intervals of the second, 
respective colonels will halt them, face 
about, and rectify their alignment ; the gt 
will then give a general alignment if he ju 
necessary. 

BBMABES ON THE BETBSAT BT ALTEBNA' 
BATTALIONS. 

702. The commander of each line will ei 
vor to maintain the necessary harmony bet 
its battalions, notwithstanding the interva 
tween them ; to this end, he will look to 
strict execution of what is prescribed Nos. 
and 694. 

703. He will more particularly^ see that 
battalions, after crossing the second line, d 
themselves perpendicularly to the rear, this b 
the only means by which the interval cai 
preserved with sufficient accuracy to enable 
two lines to re-form into one. 

704. If the formation is in two lines, the 
or even battalions of the second line will 
about at the same time with their corresponc 
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ones of the first line; thej will march to the 
rear at the same time with them, taking care to 
preserve their proper relative positions and dis- 
tances. 

BXMABKS ox THE MOVEMBNTS OF THE ABTILLXBT 
IN BETBBATiyO BT ALTEBITATX BATTALIONS. 

705. The movement of the hattery^ mnst de- 
pend mnch npon the state of the action, hut 
generally it will keep abreast with the line near- 
est the enemj, and take such position as wUl 
most, effectively cover the retreat. 

Abtiole XV. 
Passage of lines. 

706. The general, wishing to execute the pas- 
sage of lines, will send an order to the com- 
mander of the second line to place it in the posi- 
tion it ought to occupy. 

707. The battalions of this line will form 
double columns, closed in mass, and so disposed 
that the centre of each mass may be opposite to 
the middle of the interval to the right or left of 
the corresponding battalion of the first line, ac- 
cording to the order given by the general. 

708. The second line being thus disposed, the 
general will send an order to the commander of 
this line, to execute the passage of lines, and give 
notice thereof to the commander of the first line. 

709. The chief of the second line will imme- / 
diately command : 

VOL. III.— 13 ronaIf> 
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1. Pa$8 the line in front. 2. BatUdiom^ for- 
ioard. 
I 

710. These commands having been repeated, 
each chief of battalion will command: guide 
eentre, 

711. The commander of the line will then add: 

3. Maboh (or double quieh — ^Maeoh). 

712. At this, briskly repeat^, the second line 
will advance; each battalion will direct itself 
upon the middle of the corresponding inj^rval 
in the first line. 

713. At the approach of the second line, each 
chief of battalion in the first Will canse the right 
and left companies of his battalion to be ployed, 
as in mass, behind the contignons companies, in 
time not to arrest the movement of the battal- 
ions of the second line. 

714. The battalions of the second line will 
thus pass the first ; and when they shall have 
cleared it, the commander of the second will 
designate the directing battalion. This battalion 
will take the gnide to the right, and the sabor- 
dinate battalion will take the guide on the side 
next to the directing battalion. 

715. The battalions having arrived at the given 
position, the commander of the line will canse 
them to halt and to deploy, or they may deploy 
on the march, so as to finish their deployment at 
the required place of halting. 

716. As soon as the second line has passed the 
first, the chiefs of battalion of the latter will 
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canse the Tight and left companies of their re- 
spective battalions to return into line. Thej 
will then ploy their respective battalions, either 
in simple or double column, as the general may 
direct, and take their proper positions in rear of 
the corresponding battalions of the second line. 

REMABKS ON THE DISPOSITION OF THE ABTILLEBT 
IN THE PASSAOE OF IJI7E8. 

717. If the second line passes the first for the 
purpose of relieving the latter, the battery will 
take a favorable position to cover the movement 
and fire with the greatest rapidity, without 
changing its position while the movement is be- 
ing executed. 

718. If the first line is passed for the purpose 
of an offensive movement, the battery will take 
a position in advance of the line, and cover th^ 
movements of the troops. 

Abtiolb XVI. 
Dispositiomi aeainBt oavalry. 

719. No matter what the number of battal- 
ions which compose a column or line, not more 
than one will be formed into the same square. 
The squares will generally be formed by eche- 
lons. 

720. A brigade containing four battalions will 
be supposed in colunm, by company, at half dis- 
tance. The general, wishing to form square, 
will first cause divisions to be formed. 
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781. If it 18 supposed that the general wishes 
to form echelons on one of the centre battalions, 
he will command : 

1. To /arm square, 3. Itchehns hy battalion at 
(90 manj) patcM, 8. On (snch) battalion right 
(or ^ft) in fronty form echelons, 

722. At this, the colonel of each battalion in 
front of the designated one will either command : 
Battalion right face, or, 1. Guide left; 2. Mead 
of column to the right ; and the colonel of each 
battalion in rear of the designated one will either 
command: Battalion left face^ or, 1. Guide 
right ; 2. ffead of column to the ^fty as the 
general may have previously caused to be indi- 
cated. 

723. These dispositions having been made, the 
general will command : 

4. March (or double guich — ^Maboh). 

724. At the command mareh^ the portion of 
the column which is to form the directing eche- 
lon will stand fast. 

725. All the other echelons will put them- 
selves in march at the same time, each taking its 
direction from the side of the directing echelon ; 
and whether it march to the right or left, it will 
be halted by its commander when it has taken 
the given number of paces from the next eche- 
lon on the side of the direction. 

726. At the commencement of the movement, 
the directing echelon will form square ; the com- 
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mander of each of the other echelons, after halt- 
ing it, ^ill rectity the alignment so that it may 
be parallel to the directing echelon, and then 
canae it to form square. 

727. If the column is at full, instead of half 
distance, the general will first form divisions, 
and then close the column to half distance on 
anj designated division, by the means heretofore 
indicated. He will then form square by echelon, 
as prescribed above. 

728. If the column be closed in mass, the gen- 
eral will cause it to take company distance, on any 
division he may designate, by the means hereto- 
fore indicated. He will then form square by-^ 
echelon, as prescribed above. 

729. If the column at half distance is so im- 
mediately menaced by cavalry, that there is no 
time to place it in echelon, the general will com- 
mand: 

Form iquarei. 

730. This having been repeated, each colonel 
will form his battalion into square on its 
ground. 

731. When a column closed in mass, is so 
suddenly threatened by cavalry as not to allow 
time to take distances, it will be formed as fol- 
lows. The general will command : 

Column agaiuBt eawUry, 

732. This having been repeated, each colonel 
will form his battalion into square as presoribed 
in the 8. B., No. 1202 and following. 
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733. Squares will bo marched, colamns will 
be formed, and squares reduced, by the com- 
mands and means prescribed in the S. B.y No. 
1049 and following; No. 1060 and following; 
No. 1086 and following, and No. 120T and fol- 
lowing. 



To form aquare from line of battle. 

734. The square from line of battle, will al- 
ways be formed by battalion, and disposed in 
echelon if there is sufficient time. The perpen- 
dicular distance between the echelons will be 
such that, the squares being formed, the first 
front of the second may find itself at least fifty 
paces farther to the rear than the fourth front 
of the first echelon. This rule is equally appli- 
oable to a column to be formed into squares. 

735. When the echelons have to march in ad- 
vance or in retreat, they will be formed accord- 
ing to the principles prescribed No. 650 and 
following, whether the battalions, which are to 
compose the echelons, be already disposed for 
the formation of squares, or be yet deployed. 
If the echelons are to remain at a halt, they will 
be formed on the centre, or on one of the wings, 
as will be explained. 

736. It is supposed that the general wishes to 
form the echelons on the centre, he will com- 
mand: 

1. To farm 9qttare. 2. ^heloni hy battalion at 
(so many) paeea, 8. On (such) battalion right 
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(or left) wing in front frtfm echelon*, 4. 
Maboh {or*doul>le quick — ^Maboh). 

737. At the command march^ the portion of 
the line which is to form the directing echelon, 
will stand fast. The echelons will then execute 
what is prescribed Nos. 724 and 726. 

738. If the general should wish the echelons 
. to form square, as if formed^ for double column, 

it will be executed hy the commands and means 
prescribed in the /SI A, No. 1103 and following ; 
each colonel taking care to give his cautionary 
commands in time, so that his echelon will halt 
in its proper place. 

739. If the formation is in two lines, the bat- 
talions of the second line will move at the same 
time with the corresponding ones of the first 
line, and form square at the same time. Each 
battalion of the second line, will, however, \^e- 
fore forming square, be moved either to the right 
or lefb, so as to unmask its con^esponding one of 
the first line. 



Oblique aqnares. 

740. A line threatened by cavalry, and with- 
out time to form squares disposed in echelon, 
will be formed into oblique squares by battalion 
in the following manner : 

The general will command : 

1. Oblique equate by battalion. 2. On thsjini 
* divisiony form square, 
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741. At tlio second command, tbe | 
each WtalioD will immediately form 
ion into oblique square on its first tl 
the commands and means preacri bed in 
Ko. 1167 and following. 

742. Tho formation of battalion.^ ioi; 
nquares, on the left tlivision of each, w^ 
outbid nccording to tbe same prinelplt^ 
inverse means. 

743. In the preceding example thi 
supposed to be deployed ; bnt if it be f 
battalions already in colnmns with de^ 
t^rvals, tbo desired obliquity will be t . 
by caiising^ each battalion to change di 
the Mtink; to this end, the general 
mand: 



1, T& fonn oblique squares bj/ hath 
Change direction hj the right {or it/ 

744, At the second command^ tlxo 1 
eolonel of each battalion will trace xIh 
rection as prescribed in the S\ II, } 
Fending this operation, each colonel 
tbo commands, and make the prepai :kt< 
sitions for a change of direction by 
and cause it to be executed as soon a.^ 
direction is traced. The change o( 
having been executed, he wiU cause tj 
to be formed. 

745. A column at full distance may 
into obli^jue squares by the same iolu 
battalion will be closed to halfdistai 
lieadmost subdivision ; which being 
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the battalion will change direction, as has Jast 
been prescribed, and then form square. 

To re-form the line. 

746. The line being disposed in oblique squares, 
when the general shall wish to re-form it, he 
will cause the squares to break; to this end, he 
will command : 

1. Beduee squares, 

747. At this, briskly repeated, each colonel 
will cause his square to break. Pending the ex- 
ecution of the movement, the general will place 
himself in front of the square he may judge the 
most conveniently situated to become the direct- 
ing battalion, say the third ; he will place two 
markers in the direction he may wish to give to 
the line, and cause it to be prolonged to the right 
and left, by the means prescribed No. 291. 

748. These dispositions being made, the gen- 
eral will command : # 

1. Form line of battle at (such) interDals, 2. ' 
The third the battalion o/ direction, 8. Maboh 
(or double quick — ^Mabch). 

749. At the second command, each colonel 
will give the commands indicated No. 421. The 
lieutenant-colonels will execute what is prescrib- 
ed No. 428. 

760. At the command fMireh^ briskly repeated, 
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the movement Tvill be executed as prescribed 
No. 422. 

751. The movement being ended the general 
vnll command : ■ 

4. Guides— ^VoBTB, 

752. If the formation is in two lines, the bat- 
talions of the second line will form obliqne 
squares on the positions they occupy, at the same 
time as those of the first line, 

BXMABK ON OBLIQUE BQUABES. 

• 

753. The formation of a line into obliqne 
squares, gives tho facility of placing it, whatever 
be its extent, as promptly in safety against the 
attacks of the cavalry, as if it were a single bat- 
talion, without causing the line to quit the posi- 
tion it occupies, and then, after re-forming each 
square into column, the line may be marched in 
any direction. The fires of oblique squares also 
cross eaph other in every direction, except that 
of the squares themselves, and this even when 
the battalions, before being formed into squares, 
happened not to bo on the same alignment. 

BBMABES ON THB DISPOSITION OF THE ABTILLSBY 
WITH THB SQUABES. 

754. If a cavalry charge is threatened, the bat- 
tery vrill take up such positions as most effective- 
ly to fire upon the enemy, and at the same time 
avoid the fire of the squares. It may be Ibimd 
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expedient, to concentrate all the pieces near the 
interior of the angle of the square nearest the 
enemy ; or, the batterj may be divided, and pla- 
ced near the interior angles of the two squares 
of the first line, or between the lines. 

755. As soon as the pieces are in battery the 
ammunition pouches will be filled, and the lim- 
bers and caissons sent to the rear of the second 
line. 

756. If the gunners are driven from their 
pieces, they will take refuge in the nearest square. 
As soon as the charge is repulsed, they will im- 
mediately return to their pieces, and open fire 
upon the enemy. 



END OF EVOLUTIONS OF A BBIGADS. 



>d by Google 



TITLE VII. 



ZSVOXiUTIONS OF A COHFS D'ABMEE. 

Oenerftl prinoiples for the eTolutions of a corps 
d'armae. 

L The eyolutions of a brigade comprehending 
all the principles and details of the movements 
which should be made by a single brigade, it 
only remains to apply these principles to a eorpB 
Wa/rmee, 

2. In this instruction, a dvmian of the line 
will be supposed to consist of three brigades, and 
in every line of battle composed of more than 
one of these divisions, they will be posted from 
right to left in the order of their numbers. 

3. For the illustration of this instruction, a 
corps d^a/rmee^ consisting of nine brigades, will 
be supposed, but the rules herein prescribed are 
equally applicable to a divition of the liney or to 
two or more brigades. 

Posts of the seneral-in-chief, of the m«Jor-ffen- 
arais and brigadier-generals, in line and in 
oolumn. 

4. In line of battle the general (that is the 
particular general>in-chief) will have no fixed 
position ; he will go wherever he may judge his 
presence necessary. 

6. In column, he will hold himself habitually 
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at its head, in order to direct it according to his 
views. 

6. In the evolntions, he will place himself at 
the point whence he can best direct the general 
execution of the movement. 

7. In all cases the general may repair wherever 
he may jndge hi^ presence necessary, taking care 
to leave in his habitual position the next in com- 
mand, or the chief of his stafiT, charged with the 
execution of his orders. 

8. In line of battle, m^Jor-generals (generals 
of division) will place themselves at about one 
hundred and ten paces in rear of the centres of« 
their divisions. 

9. In jcolumn they will hold themselves on the 
directing flank, abreast with the centres of their 
divisions, and at sixty paces from the guides. 

10. Brigadier-generals (generals of brigade) 
will place themselves as prescribed in the S, B,y 
Nos. 3 and 4. 

11. Major-generals, will look to the exact and 
regular execution and transmission of all signals 
or notifications from the general, and commands 
or instructions given by themselves pursuant 
thereto ; accordingly, they may repair wherever 
they may judge their presence necessary, within' 
the extent of their divisions. 

12. Brigadier-generals will look to the exact 
and regular execution of all signals, notifications, 
or commands coming from their n^jor-generals, 
and to all commands given by themselves pursu- 
ant thereto ; accordingly, they may repair wher- 
ever they may deem their presence necessary, 
within the extent of their brigades. 

V0L.ni.— 14 r-^^.u 
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Genaral rules for commaacUi. 

13. In corps d'cMrmie^ the evolutions and move- 
ments will be executed by means of signals, 
bugle sounds, and commands. 

14. When the general shall wish a movement 
to be executed, he will send staff officers to no- 
tifj the generals of division of the nature of the 
movement, or, he may make use of telegraphic 
signals to the same end. Each mtgor-general 
will, then, by staff officers, immediately notify 
the brigadier-generals of his command of the 

^movement to be made. 

15. The general will then cause the attention 
to be sounded, which will be briskly repeated by 
the buglers of the mt^or-generals, and, at which 
tlie generals of brigade will each immediately 
give by word of mouth the general commands 
relating to the manoeuvre, and applicable to his 
brigade. 

16. The final command, or that which deter^ 
mines the execution of the general movement, 
will always be given by the general, who to that 
end will cause the signal of execution to be 
sounded, which signal will be briskly repeated 
by the bugles of the nugor-generals. 

17. The command of execution, signified by 
the sound, will be immediately given by the 
generals of brigade, and briskly repeated by the 
colonels, and, if necessary, by the lieutenant-colo- 
nels and majors, as prescribed in the E. JS,, No. 
12. 

18. In case the generals of division or brigade 
have not been notified of a movement previous 
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to the dignal of attention^ the signal of execution 
which follows, will indicate that the command 
is to advance to the front, in the then order of 
formation. The generals of brigade will give 
the preparatory command for forward, immedi- 
ately after the signal of attention, and at the 
signal of execution, they will command march. 

19. If during the mai'ch the general should 
wish to halt his command without having previ- 
ously notified the generals of division, he will 
cause the signal of execution only, to be sounded, 
at which the generals of brigade will immedi- 
ately halt their brigades. This rule is general, 

20. When a line has to execute a central 
movement, the general will repair to the posi- 
tion which he may have selected as the point 
d'appui, and inform the generals of division of 
the manoBuvre, as prescribed No. 14. 

21. In column, commands will be extended by 
repetition, according to the same principles. 

- 22. As often as a line breaks into several 
colamns, the senior general officer, or colonel, 
in each, will discharge the duties attributed 
above to the general, or general-in-chief; but 
commands will not be given by signals or bugle 
sound, unless the column consists of more than 
one brigade. 
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PART FIRST. 

Abtiols I. 

To open and to oIom ruUu, 

Abtiolx II. 

Iioadins At will and the' firinsa. 

Abtiols III. 

To oause the line to rest. 

23. The general wishing the moyements pre- 
scribed by the above articles to be executed, 
will cause the generals of division to be informed 
of his intention, who will, in turn, notify their 
generals of brigade. The general will then cause 
the signal of attention to be sounded, at which 
each general of brigade will give the prepara- 
tory commands appropriate for the movement, 
as prescribed in the B. B. 

24. The general will then cause the signal of 
execution to be sounded, when the generals of 
brigade will give the command which the signal 
indicates, and ^ause it to be executed as pre- 
scribed in the JS. B, 
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PART SECOND. , 

DIFFSRBNT MODBS OF FASSINa FBOM 
THE ORDER IK JBATTIiE TO THE ORDER 
INOOIiUMK. 

Abtiole I. 

To break to the &ont, to the right or left into 
column. 

25, The movements prescribed by the above- 
named article, will be executed according to the 
\ principles indicated Nos. 23 and 24. 

28. In breaking to the right (or left), to march 
to the left (or right), each general of brigade 
after the leading one, will take care to move his 
brigade, so that there shall be between the lead- 
ing subdivision of his headmost battalion, and 
the rearmost subdivision in the preceding bri- 
gade, the distance of a subdivision and one hun- 
dred and -fifty paces, in case the battery of his 
brigade ftioves in its rear. 

27. When the column is at full distance, and 
the brigade batteries move within the columns 
of their respective brigades, in rear of the lead- 
ing or three leading battalions, the distance be- 
tween the leading subdivision of one brigade, 
and the rearmost subdivision of the one prece- 
ding, will be the length of a subdivision, and fifty 
paces if the column be formed by company, and a 
subdivision and ninety paces if the column be 
by division. 

28. Theiie distances in column between the 
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brigades, will result from the leading or three 
leading battalions, having moved forward to 
admit the battery, as prescribed in the E. B.^ 
No. 216. 

Article II.' 

To break to the rear by the right or left into 
column. 

29. The line will be broken to the re^r, ac- 
cording to the principles indicated Nos. 23 and 
24. 

ASTIOLE III. 

To ploy the line into column or in mass. 

30. The general wishing to ploy the line, will 
cause the movement to be executed by the com- 
mands and means prescribed Nos. 23 and 24. 
Each general of brigade, at the signal of atten- 
tion^ will give the necessary preparatory com- 
mands for ploying in a proper manner his bri- 
gade as if by itself. 

31.' At the signal of execution^ the ployments 
in each brigade will commence, and be executed 
simultaneously, and as soon as each brigadier has 
finished the ployment of his brigade, he will 
conduct it by the shortest route to its proper 
position in the general column. 

32. To. this end, those brigade columns whose 
places in the general column are in rear of the 
brigade of formation, may respectively be faced 
by the rear rank before commencing the march 
for positions in that column. 
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33. If the brigade batteries are not in their 
respective columns, the distance between the 
leading subdivision of one brigade, and the 
rearmost subdivision of the brigade just in front 
orit, will be one hundred and fifty paces, whether 
the column be by company, or division, at half 
distance, or closed in mass. 

34. If, however, the batteries are in the col- 
umns, the distance between the leading subdi- 
vision of one brigade, and the rearmost subdi- 
vision of the preceding brigade will be fifty 
paces, if the column is by company, and ninety 
paces, if the column is by division, and this, 
whether the column be at half distance, of closed 
in mass. 

35. The mtgor-generals will send staflT officers 
in time, to mark the distance which should sep- 
arate the brigades of their divisions when in 
column. 



PART THIRD. 

Abtiolk I. 

To march in oolumn at full distance. 

Aktiole n. 
Column in route. 

Article III. 
To change direction in column at full distance. 
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Article IV. 

To halt the oolumn and to align it. 

86. The movements prescribed in the abote- 
named artioles, will be executed according to the 
principles indicated Nos. 23 and 24. 

37. If in column in route, the pieces of the 
batteries are not able, owing to the narrowness 
of the way, to march four abreast, the distance 
heretofore prescribed between brigades in column 
at full distance, will not be sufficient for the bat- 
tery. A proper interval, however, for each bat- 
tery mast be obtained, and when the cadenoed 
step is resumed, each battery will form as pre- 
scribed in the B. B.^ Ko. 215, and the brigades 
will close up to their proper distances as pre- 
scribed No. 26. 

Article V. 

To dose to half distance or in mass. 

1^^. To dose the oolumn on ike leading mbdivision, 
2d. To close the column on the rearmost subdivision. 
3(1 lb close the column on an intitrior brigade. 

38. These movements will be executed ac- 
cording to the principles prescribed in the JS. B.^ 
and by the means indicated Nos. 23 and 24. The 
proper distances to be taken between brigades, 
are prescribed Nos. 33 and 34. 

39. If necessary, the generals of brigade at 
the signal of attention^ will with reference to 
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their batteries, oonform to what is prescribed in 
the E. B,, No. 146. " 

Aetiolk YL 

To xnaroh in ooluxnn at half distance, or closed in 
mass. 

AmnoLB Vn. 
To oh^unge direotion in column at half distance. 

Abtiole vin. 

To change direction in oohunn closed in mass. 

l5t In marching, 
2d, From a halt 

40. The movements prescribed by the above- 
named articles, will be executed according to 
the principles indicated Nos. 28 and 24. 

41. In changing direction from a halt, each 
brigade after the leading one, will change direc- 
tion by wheeling by its head out of the general 
column, and by being conducted by its brigadier- 
general to its new position in column. 

Abticle IX. 

Being in column at half distance, or closed in 
mass, to take distances. 

1«^. 7b take distances by the head ofihecolmrm. 
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2d, To take distances on the rear of the column, 
3d. To take distances on the head of the column, 
AHh, To take distances on an interior column. 

42. 'The movements prescribed by the aboye- 
named articles, will be executed according to 
the principles indicated Kos. 23 and 24. 

43. Pisior to executing either of these move- 
ments howef^r, the general will cause what 
is prescribed in the E, B,^ No. 198, to be exe- 
cuted by each l>rigade of the column. After the 
distances are taken, the batteries will be ordered 
into the column by their respective generals of 
brigade, the colonels of the battalions having had 
care to leave for the batteries the proper in- 
tervals. 

Abtiols X. 

Countormarch. 

Abtiole XL 

Being in column by company, to form diviaiona. 

44. The movements prescribed by the above- 
named articles, will be executed according to the 
principles indicated Nos. 23 and 24. 
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PAET FOURTH. 

DIFFlTEtBlSTT MODES OF FA8SIKQ FBOM 
THIS OBDBBIN COIiUMN TO THE OBDEB 

JJS BATTIJSL 

ASTIOLE L 

Manner of determining tlie linft of battle. 

45. The d iFerent modes of determining the line 
of battle have beea explained in the'E. B. 

ASTIOLE II. 

Mode of panning from column at fiill distance into 
line of battle. 

To the left (or right) into line of battle, 
Abtiolb hi. 

Diflbrent modes of passing from column at half 
distance into line of battle. 

1. To the lejft (or righf), 1 

2. On the right (or left), ,. i:^^^^%^**7^ 

3. Forward bpdepl^fi^nt, (^^^^^^oflaUU. 

4. Faced to the rear, J 

Abtiole IV. 
Oolnmn closed in mass forward into line of battle. 
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ASTICLE V. 

Formation into line of battle composed of two 
movements. 

46. All the movements prescribed by the above- 
named articles will be executed according to the 
principles prescribed in the E, JB., and by the 
means indicated Nos. 23-4, the general having 
first determined the line of battle. 

47. In the formation forward, or faced io the 
rear into line of battle, each brigade, other than 
the one of formation, will break by its head from 
the general column, and be conducted so that its 
leading battalion shall occupy its proper place in 
line. The brigadier-general will then deploy his 
brigade on the line as required. 

48. ^^ the successive formations in line, the 
general will send a staff officer to mark the point 
where the flank of each brigade which is nearest 
the one of formation ought to rest. T^is ruls «> 
general, whether the tattalions a/re to he deployed 
or remain ip,, mass, , 

BEMABKB.ON THE FOBHATION IN LINE. 

49. Habitually,', the brigades will be formed on 
the line of t)attle in their proper order, viz.: first, 
second, third, fourth, Jifth, dbe,, dc. 

50. 1*7 however, the general should deem it 
expedient to form line at once on the head of the 
column, and at the same time it is necessary to 
prolong the line both to the right and left, he 
may direct the brigades to be formed to the right 
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and left of the point d^appui^ withoQt regard to 
the order of their naiubers. 

5L Iq this case, the brigades composing the 
divisions of the line being separated, the major- 
generals will be assigned commands temporarilj 
by the general. 

Abtiole yi. 

COIiUMNS CIiOBBD IN MASS. 

Deployment by battalion in mass. 

52. A column in mass, whatever the nnmber 
of brigades, maj be formed into lioe of battle by 
deployment. 

Ist, Faced to the front, 

2d, Faced to the rear, 

Sd, Faced to the left, 

4:th. Faced to the right 

5th, Oblique to the fronts or rww. 

53. The general having determined the line of 
battle, the movements prescribed in the above- 
named article will be executed according to the 
principles indicated Nos. 2B-4. 

54. In the formations/ac^tZ to the front or rear^ 
each brigade, other than the one of formationt' 
will break from the general column, as prescribed 
Ko. 47, and when the leading battalion has ar- 
rived on the line, the brigadier-general will com- 
plete its deployment. 

55. In a line of battalions in mass, the distances 
between the brigades will habitually, in presence 
of the enemy, be such as to afford space for each 
brigade to deploy its masses^ and to leave the 

TOL. m. — 16 ronal<> 
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distance of ofie hundred and fifty paces between 
the flanks of the brigades. 

56. If the line of masses constitute a part of 
the reserve, or other circumstances should render 
it expedient, the distances in line between the 
brigades can be reduced to fifty paces. 

Movements which may be executed by a line of 
battalions in mass. 

1«& 7b advance in Hne. 

2d. 7b haU tfie line marching in advance^ and to 
align it 

3d. Tfie line marching in advance^ to cause it to change 
direciion. 

4CA. lb march the Une in retreat 

bth, 7b change direction of the line marching in re- 
treat 

6(A. 7b hreak the line formed by haUalion in man 
into coliumn. 

*l1h, 7h ploy the line of masses into column. 

Sth, 7b take deploying intervcUs from a Hne formed 
by battalion in mass. 

67. The movements above prescribed, will be 
executed according to the principles indicated 
Nos. 23 and 24. 

58. In ploying a line of masses into column, 
each brigiuie wiU ploy as if by itself, and it will 
then be conducted into the general column as 
indicated No. 81. 

BBMABES ON INTEBSIOK. 

59. The principles prescribed in the B. B.y 
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No. 426 and following, for hreahing or ploying 
into column a single brigade, are applicable to a 
line of many brigades. 



PART FIFTH. 

Abtiolb I. 
To advance in line of battle deployed. 

Abtiole II. 
To halt the line and to align it. 

Abtiolb III. 
Change of direction, marchinflr in line of battle. 

Abtiolb IV. 
To retreat in line of battle. 



Abtiolb V. 

aarohix 
align j 



To halt the line marching in retreat* and to 
• lit: 



Abtiolb VI. 
Change of direction nurohing in retreat 
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Abtiole VIL 

Haroli in line of battle of a line of brigades 
formed in battalion oolumns. 

1«^ 3b cause the line of columns to advance. 

2d. To halt the line of columns and to deploy it. 

Bd. The line of columns marching in advance^ to cause 
it to change direction. 

4:th. To cause line of columns to march in retreat 

6th. To halt the line of columns marching in repeat 
and to align it 

6ih. The Une of columns marching in retreat^ to cause 
it to change direction, 

1th. To dose the intervals of a line of columns, 

ASTIOLE VIII. 



Xaroh in line of battle by the flank of com- 
panies. 



Article IX. 



March in line of battle formed in division 
col^imns. 

60. The n^ovements prescribed in the above- 
named articles, will be executed according to the 
principles indicated Nos. 23 and 24. 

61. In the alignment of deployed lines, the 
brigadier-general of that brigade on which the 
alignment is made, will not order his colors to 
their posts until the alignment is completed. The 
general will cause him to be notified of this fact. 



:y Google 



EVOLUTIONS OF A OOEPfl D^ABMBE — PART T. ITS 

62. In closing intervals, the general will canse 
the m%jor>generals to be notified of the distance 
which should separate the brigades. 



Article X. 
To pan the defUe in front. 

Article XI. 
To PM8 the defile in rear. 

63. The movements prescribed by the above- 
named articles, will be ^ecnted according to the 
principles indicated N^os. 23 and 24. 

64. In passing to the front, should the defile 
be opposite the interval between two brigades, 
all the subdivisions will wheel to the left or right, 
whether by platoon or company. 

Article XII. 

Changes of front. 

Perpendicular changes of front* 

Ist Changes of front forward, 
2d. Changes of front to the rear, 
Zd. Central changes of front. 

Oblique changes of front. 
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Abtiglb XIII. 

OBDEB IN SCKBI.ON. 
Direct echelons in advanoinff. 
Direct echelons in retreat. 
Oblique echelons. 

AjsnoLB XIV. 

To retreat by alternate battalions. 

To re-form the line. 

AsmcjJt XV. 
Passage of line. 

Abtiole XVI. 

Dispositions asainst cavalry. 

Oblique squares. 

To re-form the line. 

65. The movements prescribed in the above- 
named articles, will be executed according to the 
principles indicated Nos. 23 and 24. 

66.. Ia retreating by alternate battalions, or in 
the passage of lines, the general of each line 
will cause the signal of execution to be sounded 
for the- movement of his line. 

67. In the passage of lines, if the general 
should not wish to pass the whole line at once, 
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it ^ill be executed by the seoond line of each 
brigade passing one at a time. 

BBMABKS ON THE FOBMATION OF TUB INFAKTBT 
OF THE BESEBYE. 

68. When in line, the infantry of the reserYe 
should most generally be drawn up in close order, 
with the interval of twenty-two paces between 
the battalions in mass. In column, the distance 
between the brigades may be reduced to fifty 
paces. 

Ck>xi8titution of the reserve. 

69. In a corps d'armee, the artillery of the re- 
serve should be equal to one half the artillery of 
the line of battle. 

70. The infantry of the reserve will be such 
part of the whole body as the general may think 
expedient, generally, however, it will be one- 
third. 

71. The reserve will be under, the especial di- 
rection of the general-in-ohief. 

72. The special corps including sappers, min- 
ers, pontoniers, <&c., will be attached to the re- 
serves, unless l^eir services are otherwise needed. 

73. The general may mass the whole or a 
portion of the brigade batteries, and cavalry 
forces, at one or several points on the field, as 
the state of the action, or his own judgment may 



FINIS. 
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Nolan*s System for Training Cavalry- 
Horses. By Kenner Garrard, Captain Fifth 

Cavalry- U. S. Army. 1 vol. 12mo. Cloth. 24 lithographed 

plates $1 00 

* ♦ ♦ "We are glad when competent men bring forward works 
that are Intended to facilitate the formation of an effective cavalry- 
force. Of this class Is * Nolan's System for Training Cavalry 
Horses,^ prepared for use in this cotmtry, by Captain Kenner 
Garrard, U. S. A. Captain Nolan was distinguished in the Brit- 
ish service for his knowledge of the cavalry arm, nnd for his 
general talents^ As the work had become opt of princ, Captain 
Qarrard has done well In reproducing it : he has added to it a 
chapter on * Barey's Method of Training Horses,' and another on 
Horse-Shoeing. The volume is Avell illustrated. It cannot be 
too warmly commended to general vl96^'— Boston Daily JBveti' 
ing Traveller, 

Official Army Register for 1862. New 

edition. 8vo. Paper $0 60 

Berriman's Sword-Play.— the militia- 

MAN^S MANUAL AND SWORD-PLAY WITHOUT A 
MASTER.— Kapler and Broad-Sword Exercises copiously Ex> 
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plained and lUastrated; Small- Arm Light Infkntry Drill of 
th6 United States Army ; Infantry >Ianual of Percnsslon 
Mnskcts; Ck>mi>any Drill of the United States Cavalry. 
By Major M. W. Bsrbiman. Second edition. 1 vol. 12mo, 

red cloth $1 00 

** Captain Berriman has had thirty years* experience in teach- 
ing military students, and his work is written in a simple, clear, 
and soldierly style. It is illustrated with twelve plates, and is 
one of the cheapest and most complete works of the kind pub- 
lished in this country."— -yew York World. 

Q-ibbon's Artillerist's Manual.— Compiled 

from various Sources, and adapted to the Service of the 
United States. Profusely illustrated with Avood-cnts and 
engravings on stone. Second edition, revised and corrected 
with valuable additions, in press. By Gen. John Gibbon, 

U. S. Army. 1 vol 8vo, half roan, $5 ; half russia $6 00 

This book is now considered the standard authority for that 
particular branch of the Service in the United States Army. 
The War Department, at Washington, has exhibited its thorough 
appreciation of the merits of this volume, the want df which has 
been hitherto much felt in the Service, by subscribing for 700 
copies. 

Evolutions of Field Batteries of Artil- 
lery. — ^Translated from the French, and arranged 
for the Army and Militia of the United States. By General 
SoBXBT AvDXBSON, U. S. Army. Published by order of the 

War Department 1 vol. cloth, 82 phites $1 00 

"Wab Dbpabtmbnt, ITov. 2d, 1859. 
"The System of * Evolutions of Field Batteries,* translated 
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from the Vreneh, and arranged for the Senrioe of the United 
States, by Mi^or Bobert Anderson, of the Ist Beglment of Ar> 
tlllery, having been approTod by the President, is pabllshed for 
the information and government of the army. 

**A11 Evolutions of Field Batteries not embraced in this system 
fvre prohibited, and those herein prescribed will be stiictly ob- 
served. ^^ ., 
« J. B. FLOYD, Secretary of Warr 

Duane's Manual for Engi^ieer Troops.— 

Consisting of 

Part I. Ponton Drill 

II. Practical Operations of a Siege. 
UL School of the Sap. 
IV. Military Mining. 
V. Construction of Batteries. 
By Captain J. C. Duank, Corps of Engineers, TJ. S. Army. 

1 vol. 12mo, half morocco, with plates |2 00 

^I have carefully examined Captain J. C. Duane^s * Manual 
for Engineer Troops,* and do not hesitate to pronounce it the 
very best work on the subject of which it treats. 

"H. W. Halu:ck, Major-General, U. S. A." 
*^A work of this kind has been much needed in our military 
literature. For the army^s sake. I hope the book will have a 
wide circulation among its officers. 

"" G. B. McClkllan, M^Jor-Oeneral, U. S. A.'* 

Standing Orders of the Seventh Regi- 
ment, National G-Uard, For the Regulation 
and Oovemment of the Beglment in the Field or in Quar- 
ters. By A. DuBYXK, Colonel New edition, flexible doth. 

$0 40 
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**Thls, wUch la a new edition of a popular work, eamiot fiiil 
to be oagorly aooght after, at preaenting dearly and anedneUjr 
the principlea of organization and diaeipline of a moat Ikvorlte 
corps. An appropriate index fadUtatea reference to the matter 
of the ▼olame.'*->iir<Mo Jbnfcer. 

Benet'S Military La'W. A Treatise on Mili- 
tary Law and the Practice of Coorta-MartiaL By Captain 8. T. 
Bbkbt, Ordnance Department U. 8. A., late Assistant Pro- 
fessor of Ethics, Law, &cl, Military Academy, West Point 

1 vol 8vo. Law sheep |8 00 

** Gaptain Ben^t presents the army with a complete compila- 
tion of the precedents and decisions of rare value which have 
accumulated aince the creation of the office of Judge Advocate, 
thoroughly digested and Judldously arranged, with an Index- of 
the moat minole accuracy. Military Law and Courts-Martial 
are treated from the composition of the latter to the finding and 
sentence, with the revision and execution of the same, all set 
forth in a clear, exhaustive style that is a cardinal excellence in 
every work of legal reference. That portion of the work de- 
voted to evidence is especially good. In fact, the whole per^ 
formanoe entitles the auth<M: to the thanks of the entire army, 
not a leading officer of which should foil to supply himself at 
once with so serviceable a guide to the intricadea of legal 
military government*^— JVI 1". TimM. 

Benton's Ordnance and Q-nnnery.— A 

Course of Instruction in Ordnance and Gunnery. Compiled 
for the Use of the Cadeto of the United States Militaiy 
Academy. By Captain J. O. Bkktok, Ordnance Depart- 
ment U. S. A., Ute Inatmctor of Ordnance and the Sdenee 
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of Guimerjf U. S. WUtary Aetdemy^ West Point Second 
edition, reriMd and enlarged. 1 vol. 8to, half moroeoo, $4 00 
**A GsBAT HiUTABT WosK. — ^Wo hare before us a l>oiind 
Tolnxne of nearly six hundred pages, which is a complete and 
eachanstire '^Course of Instruction in Ordnance and Gunnenr/' as 
its title states, and goes into every department of the science, 
including gunpowder, projectiles, cannon, carriages, machines, 
and Implements, small arms, pyrotechny, science of gunnery, 
loading, pointing, and dischai^ng fire-arms, different kinds of 
fires, effects of projectiles and employment of artillery. These 
sereorally form chapter heads and give thorough infonnation on 
the subjects on which they treat The ihost valuable and in- 
teresting information on all the above topics, including the his-, 
tory, manufacture and use of small arms, is here concentrated 
in compact and convenient form, making a work of rare merit 
and standard excellence. The work is abundantly and clearfy* 
illustrated.*'— iiMton jya^eUer. 

American Military Bridges, With India 

Bubberand Galvanized Iron Pontons ancl Trestle Support- 
ers, prepared for the use of the Armies of the United States. 
By Brig. -Gen. Gxo. W, Gullum, Major Gorps of Engineers 
• T7. S. A., Chief of the Staff of Maj.-General Halleck. Second 
edition, with notes and two additional chapters. 1 voL Sva 
With plates. Jn preu. 

The '*C. S. A." and the Battle of Bull 

Run. (A Letter to an English Friend.) By 
J. 6. Babkabd, M^or of Engineers, U. S. A., Brig.-General 
and Ghief Engineer, Army of the Potomac With five maps. 
IvoLSvo. Cloth $1 60 
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^^Thls book was begun by fho anthor as a letter to a friend In 
England, but as be proceeded and bis MSB. increased in mag- 
nltade, be ebanged bis original plan, and tbe book is the result 
General Barnard gives by far the best, niost comprehensible, 
and complete accoant of tbe Battle of Bull Bun we have seen. 
It is iUastrated by some beantifally drawn maps, prepared for 
the War Department by the topographical engineers. He 
demonstrates to a certainty that but for the causeless panic 
the day might not have been lost The author writes with 
vigor and earnestness, and has contributed one of the most 
valuable records yet published qf the history of the war." — 
Jiosion Commercial bulletin. 
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and Skirmish Drill. The Company Drill of 
the Infantry of the line, together withthe Skirmishing Drill 
of the Company and Battalion after the method of General 
L>B LouTKKBL. And Bayonet Fencing ; with a Supplement 
on the Handling and Service of Light Infantry. By J. 
MoNKOE, Colonel 22d Regiment, N. G., N. T. S. M., for- 
merly Captain U. 8. Infantry. 1 vol 24mo. Cloth. $0 60 
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